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 Revision: Phrase structure 
In a syntactic tree structure constituents are represented as phrases of the types NP, VP, 
PP etc. 
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X-bar theory allows additional levels between the level of the phrase and the level of 
the lexical items at the bottom 
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John chased a cat for fun last weekend 
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The    long        blue     silken   scarf 

 Adverbials 
Three types of adverbial are distinguished: adjunct, conjunct and disjunct adverbials 
 Adjunct adverbials 
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• adjunct adverbials modify the verb and its complements 
• the most common meanings are manner, time, place and reason 
• their placement is relatively free (with preferences for each subtype): 
(1) a. Last week, I ran a relay race. 

b. I ran a relay race last week. 
c. I always run well in the spring. 
d. I handed the baton quickly to the next runner. 
e. I have never given up. 

 
• structurally, adjunct adverbials are optional sisters of V' 
 
2.2 Disjunct adverbials ('sentence adverbs') 
• disjunct adverbials denote the speaker's attitude toward or judgment of the proposition 
• this is reflected syntactically in that they modify the entire S, not just the VP; typically, 

they appear at the beginning of the sentence. 
• The same adverbs may be both adjuncts or disjuncts: 
(2) a. I told him seriously that I wouldn't join him. 

b. Seriously, I don't want to join him. 
 

2.3 Conjunct adverbials ('conjunctive adverbs') 
- the function of conjunct adverbials is to link clauses 
- syntactically they are sisters of S (like disjunct adverbials) 

 
3. Distinguishing adverbials structurally 
3.1 The multiple functions of postverbal PPs 
• PPs occurring after the verb can be prepositional complement, adjunct adverbial, or 

postmodifier of a N 
(3) a. Bill put the book on the table. 

b. Bill read the book in the garden. 
c. Bill read the book from the library.  

(4) We agreed on the couch. 
• Tree structures clearly distinguish these different functions, even if one sentence 

allows multiple readings: 
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 We agreed on the couch 
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 Bill read the book in the garden 
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 Bill read the book from the library 
Exercise 1: 

 
Exercise 2:  

 
Homework: Assignment II 

 3


	Handout 8: X-bar syntax and adverbials

