RATIONAL POINTS OF QUIVER MODULI SPACES

VICTORIA HOSKINS AND FLORENT SCHAFFHAUSER

ABsTrRACT. For a perfect base field k, we investigate arithmetic aspects of
moduli spaces of quiver representations over k: we study actions of the absolute
Galois group of k on the k-valued points of moduli spaces of quiver represen-
tations over k and we provide a modular interpretation of the fixed-point set
using quiver representations over division algebras, which we reinterpret using
moduli spaces of twisted quiver representations (we show that those spaces
provide different k-forms of the initial moduli space of quiver representations).
Finally, we obtain that stable k-representations of a quiver are definable over
a certain central division algebra over their field of moduli.
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1. INTRODUCTION

For a quiver (Q and a field k, we consider moduli spaces of semistable k-represen-
tations of @ of fixed dimension d € NV, which were first constructed for an alge-
braically closed field k using geometric invariant theory (GIT) by King [I5]. For
an arbitrary field k, one can use Seshadri’s extension of Mumford’s GIT to con-
struct these moduli spaces. More precisely, these moduli spaces are constructed
as a GIT quotient of a reductive group Gg,q acting on an affine space Repg 4
with respect to a character g determined by a stability parameter §# € ZY. The
stability parameter also determines a slope-type notion of 6-(semi)stability for k-
representations of ), which involves testing an inequality for all proper non-zero
subrepresentations. When working over a non-algebraically closed field, the notion
of #-stability is no longer preserved by base field extension, so one must instead
consider #-geometrically stable representations (that is, representations which are
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O-stable after any base field extension), which correspond to the GIT stable points
in Repg 4 with respect to xg.

We let /\/19 7% (resp. /\/lg ") denote the moduli space of f-semistable (resp.
0- geometrlcally stable) k- representations of @ of dimension d; these are both quasi-
projective varieties over k and are moduli spaces in the sense that they co-represent
the corresponding moduli functors (cf. ‘ For a non-algebraically closed field
k, the rational points of Mg 9° are not necessarily in bijection with the set of
isomorphism classes of 6-geometrically stable d-dimensional k-representations of Q.
In this paper, we give a description of the rational points of this moduli space for
perfect fields k. More precisely, for a perfect field k, we study the action of the
absolute Galois group Gal, = Gal(k/k) on Me SS( ), whose fixed locus is the set

/\/l‘9 4" (k) of k-rational points. We restrict the action of Galy, to /\/lg e M% a0
SO we can use the fact that the stabiliser of every GIT stable pomt in Repg 4 is
a diagonal copy of G,,, denoted A, in Gg 4 (¢f. Corollary to decompose the
fixed locus of Galy acting on ./\/le gs( ) in terms of the group cohomology of Galy
with values in A or the (non—Abehan) group Gg 4.

Before we outline the main steps involved in our decomposition, we note that, via
a similar procedure, we can describe fixed loci of finite groups of quiver automor-
phisms acting on quiver moduli spaces in [I2]; however, the decomposition for the
Galg-fixed locus in this paper is simpler than the decomposition given in [I2], as we
can use Hilbert’s 90th Theorem to simplify many steps. When & = R and moduli
spaces of quiver representations are replaced by moduli spaces of vector bundles
over a real algebraic curve, a description of the real points of these moduli spaces
has been obtained in [29] using similar techniques: while the arithmetic aspects
are much less involved in that setting, they still arise, in the guise of quaternionic
vector bundles.

1.1. Decomposition of the rational locus. For the first step, we note that the
Galg-action on ./\/le ‘”(k) can be induced by compatible Galj-actions on Repg, 4
and G q; then, we construct maps of sets

fca
Repfy 4 (F)5% /G al(F) s 5 MG 8 (F) 5o
Repg, §°(k)/Gq.a(k) MG 3 (k).
By Proposition 33} fgai, is injective, as a consequence of Hilbert’s 90th Theorem.

The second step is to understand rational points not arising from rational rep-
resentations by constructing

T M0 ge( ) MG g‘i( )Gal;C —>H2(Galk,A(E)) gBI‘(k)

which we call the type map (¢f. Proposition [3.4] E We show that the image of fqai,
is T-([1]) (¢f. Theorem 3.7 ., however, in general fga), is not surjective.

In the third step, to understand the other fibres of the type map, we introduce the
notion of a modifying family u (¢f. Definitions|3.9)) which determines modified Galy-
actions on Repg, 4(k) and G 4(k) such that the induced Galg-action on /\/19 SS( )
is the original Galg-action. Then we define a map of sets

faatew © uRepg §°(B) 91 /,Gq a(R) ¥ — MG (k)9 = MY, §°(k),
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where uRepZ)_’js(E)Galk and ,Gg (k)9 denote the fixed loci for the modified

Galj-action given by u. Moreover, we show that the image of fgal, . is equal to the

preimage under the type map of the cohomology class of a A(k)-valued 2-cocycle
¢y, associated to u (¢f. Theorem [3.11)).

The fourth step is to describe the modifying families using the group cohomology
of Galy in order to obtain a decomposition of the fixed locus for the Galg-action
on ./\/lOQ_)j7 *(k). We obtain the following decomposition indexed by the Brauer group
Br(k) of k.

Theorem 1.1. For a perfect field k, let T : Mg_)dqs(k) — H%(Galy; k) = Br(k)
be the type map introduced in Proposition[3.] Then there is a decomposition

MGEER) = || wRepl s (F)S /G a(R) ™
[eu]EIMm T

Xo—S

where , Repgy (k)CGalk /.G .a(k)C2% is the set of isomorphism classes of 0-geome-
trically stable d-dimensional representations of Q) that are k-rational with respect to
the twisted Galy-action ®* on Repg 4(k) defined in Proposition .

1.2. Modular interpretation arising from the decomposition. We give a
modular interpretation of the decomposition above, by recalling that Br(k) can be
identified with the set of central division algebras over k. We first prove that for a
division algebra D € Br(k) to lie in the image of the type map, it is necessary that
the index ind (D) := /dimg (D) divides the dimension vector d (cf. Proposition
. As a corollary, we deduce that if d is not divisible by any of the indices of
non-trivial central division algebras over k, then ngj’s(k) is the set of isomor-
phism classes of d-dimensional k-representations of (). We can interpret the above
decomposition by using representations of @ over division algebras over k.

Theorem 1.2. Let k be a perfect field. For a division algebra D € ImT C Br(k), we
have d = ind (D)d), for some dimension vector dy, € NV and there is a modifying
family up and smooth affine k-varieties RepQ’d/D’D (resp. GQ,d/D,D) constructed by
Galois descent such that

RepQ,d/D,D(k) = @ HomMod(D) (DdD,t(a) , DdD,h(a)) = up Reprd(E)Galk
acA

and
Ga.a,.pk) = [] Attrtodpy (D7) = o, Gaalk) .
veV

Furthermore, we have a decomposition

MG PR = || Repgy & p(K)/Gg.a,,n(k),
Delm T

where the subset indexed by D is the set of isomorphism classes of d',-dimensional
0-geometrically stable D-representations of Q).

For example, if k = R < k = C, then as Br(R) = {R,H}, there are two types of

rational points in ./\/l%_j *(R), namely R-representations and H-representations of @

and the latter can only exists if d is divisible by 2 = ind (H) (c¢f. Example [3.23)).
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1.3. Gerbes and twisted quiver representations. We can also interpret Br(k)
as the set of isomorphism classes of G,,-gerbes over Speck, and show that the
type map 7 can be defined for any field k£ using the fact that the moduli stack
of #-geometrically stable d-dimensional k-representations of @ is a G,,-gerbe over
./\/lanjs (¢f. Corollary .

For any field k, we introduce a notion of twisted k-representations of a quiver () in
Definition [4.7] analogous to the notion of twisted sheaves due to Caldararu, de Jong
and Lieblich [4, 5 19], and we describe the moduli of twisted quiver representations.
In particular, we show that twisted representations of ) are representations of @
over division algebras, by using Caldararu’s description of twisted sheaves as mod-
ules over Azumaya algebras; therefore, the decomposition in Theorem [I.2] can also
be expressed in terms of twisted quiver representations (c¢f. Theorem . More-
over, we construct moduli spaces of twisted #-geometrically stable k-representations
of @ and show, for Brauer classes in the image of the type map 7T, these moduli
spaces give different forms of the moduli space ./\/laQth.

Theorem 1.3. For a field k with separable closure k*®, let o : X — Speck be a
G -gerbe over k and let D be the corresponding central division algebra over k.
Then the stack of a-twisted 0-geometrically stable d'-dimensional k-representations

0—-gs ~ 9—g:
“Me.ark = [Repg g p /GQ.a.p]
is a Gp,-gerbe over its coarse moduli space Mg_,j,‘fD = Repg_j‘f[) /Go.a.p (in the
sense of stacks). The moduli space Mf;;_dg,sD co-represents:

(1) the moduli functor of 6-geometrically stable d’-dimensional D-representa-
tions of Q, and

(2) the moduli functor of a-twisted 0-geometrically stable d’'-dimensional k-
representations of Q.

If, moreover, D lies in the image of the type map T, then d = ind (D)d’ for some

. . , 0—gs ] . 6—gs
dimension vector d' and Mde,yD s a k-form of the moduli space Mdeyks.

Finally, we define a Brauer class which is the obstruction to the existence of
a universal family on /\/leQ__js and show that this moduli space admits a twisted

universal family of quiver r’epresentations (¢f. Proposition [4.18]).

1.4. Fields of moduli and fields of definition. The problem that we study in
the present paper is a special case of the rather general phenomenon that fields of
moduli are usually smaller than fields of definition, which, to our knowledge, has
not been worked out explicitly in the quiver setting. For a k-representation W of
Q, the field of moduli ky (with respect to the extension k/k) is the intersection of
all intermediate fields k C L C k over which W is definable (that is, there exists
an L-representation W' such that k @7 W’ ~ W). If there is a minimal field of
definition, this is necessarily the field of moduli but, in general, a representation
may not be definable over its field of moduli.

This phenomenon was first studied in the context of algebraic curves and Abelian
varieties ([40, 20} B7]). By Weil’s descent theorem, an algebraic curve with trivial
automorphism group can be defined over its field of moduli. The situation is more
complicated for Abelian varieties but similar rationality results hold in certain cases
([36L 35, 16]). Quivers representations always have non-trivial automorphisms, thus
it is natural to look for cohomological obstructions to a k-representation being
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definable over its field of moduli: this is for instance how the analogous problem for
algebraic covers is studied in [6] (see also [3] [0l [7]), whose results are then applied
to curves with non-trivial automorphisms in [§], by reducing the problem for a
curve X to the study of the algebraic cover X — X/ Aut(X). The study of the
cohomological obstructions that appear in the quiver setting (which we treat in
detail in Sections [3] and [4] of this paper) leads to the following result.

Theorem 1.4. Let k be a perfect field. Let W be a 0-stable d-dimensional k-
representation of Q and let Oy € Mf;;js (k) be the associated point in the moduli
space of 0-geometrically stable k-representations. Then the field of moduli kv, is
isomorphic to the residue field k(Ow) and there is a central division algebra Dy,
over ky and a 0-geometrically stable Dyy-representation W' of Q, unique up to
isomorphism, such that k ®y,, W' ~ W as k-representations.

Here we view k ®y,,, W/ ~ W as a k-representation via Remark The fact that
the field of moduli of an object is isomorphic to the residue field of the corresponding
point in the moduli space is a phenomenon that often occurs: it is for instance
true for algebraic curves over a perfect field ([I, B0]), for Abelian varieties (in
characteristic zero, the result for curves is deduced from the result for Abelian
varieties via the Torelli theorem [I]) and for algebraic covers (see [28]). The second
part of Theorem [1.4] (the actual ‘domain of definition’ of an object, knowing its
field of moduli) is more delicate and depends on the explicit nature of the problem
and the structure of the automorphism groups: an algebraic curve, for instance, is
definable over a finite extension of its field of moduli (|16l [13]), while for Abelian
varieties, there holds an analogue of the second part of Theorem involving
central division algebras over the field of moduli (see [34] 2]). The cohomological
obstruction to W being defined over ky is described by Corollary [5.4]

1.5. Structure of the paper. The structure of this paper is as follows. In
we explain how to construct moduli spaces of representations of a quiver over an
arbitrary field & following King [15], and we examine how (semi)stability behaves
under base field extension. In §3] we study actions of Gal, for a perfect field k& and
give a decomposition of the rational points of Me 9% indexed by the Brauer group,
using only elementary considerations from group cohomology In §4 we show the
benefit of rephrasing the considerations of §3]in the more sophisticated language
of stacks and gerbes, which gives a much quicker and more conceptual way to
understand the arithmetic aspects of quiver representations over a field (Theorem
4.12). In particular, we interpret our decomposition result using twisted quiver
representations and show that moduli spaces of twisted quiver representations give
different forms of the moduli space Mg_j ®. Finally, in §5, we prove Theorem

Notation. For a scheme S over a field k and a field extension L/k, we denote
by Sy, the base change of S to L. For a point s € S, we let k(s) denote the residue
field of s. A quiver Q = (V, A, h,t) is an oriented graph, consisting of a finite vertex
set V', a finite arrow set A, a tail mapt: A — V and a head map h: A — V.

Acknowledgements. We thank the referees of a previous version of this paper,
for suggesting that we relate our results to twisted quiver representations and for
calling our attention to other arithmetic contexts in which the distinction between
fields of moduli and fields of definition is also studied in detail. V.H. would like
to thank Simon Pepin Lehalleur for several very fruitful discussions, which helped
turned the former suggestion into what is now
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2. QUIVER REPRESENTATIONS OVER A FIELD
Let @ = (V, A, h,t) be a quiver and let k be a field.

Definition 2.1 (k-representation of @)). A representation of @) in the category
of k-vector spaces (or k-representation of @) is a tuple W := (Wy)vev, (0a)aca)
where:

e W, is a finite-dimensional k-vector space for all v € V;

® 0o : Wia) — Wiq) is a k-linear map for all a € A.

There are natural notions of morphisms of quiver representations and subrep-
resentations. The dimension vector of a k-representation W is the tuple d =
(dimy W, )vev; we then say W is d-dimensional.

2.1. Slope semistability. Following King’s construction of moduli spaces of quiver
representations over an algebraically closed field [I5], we introduce a stability pa-
rameter 0 := (0,)pecy € ZV and the associated slope function e, defined for all
non-zero k-representations W of @, by

> vey Ov dimg W,
Z’UEV dlmk WU
Definition 2.2 (Semistability and stability). A k-representation W of @ is:
(1) f-semistable if pg(W') < pg(W) for all k-subrepresentation 0 £ W’ C W.
(2) O-stable if pp(W') < pg(W) for all k-subrepresentation 0 # W' C W.

(3) 6-polystable if it is isomorphic to a direct sum of f-stable representations
of equal slope.

1o (W) i= (W) = cQ.

The category of f-semistable k-representations of () with fixed slope p € Q is an
Abelian, Noetherian and Artinian category, so it admits Jordan-Hdélder filtrations.
The simple (resp. semisimple) objects in this category are precisely the stable (resp.
polystable) representations of slope p (proofs of these facts are readily obtained by
adapting the arguments of [32] to the quiver setting). The graded object associ-
ated to any Jordan-Holder filtration of a semistable representation is by definition
polystable and its isomorphism class as a graded object is independent of the choice
of the filtration. Two O-semistable k-representations of ) are called S-equivalent if
their associated graded objects are isomorphic.

Definition 2.3 (Scss subrepresentation). Let W be a k-representation of k; then a
k-subrepresentation U C W is said to be strongly contradicting semistability (scss)
with respect to 0 if its slope is maximal among the slopes of all subrepresentations
of W and, for any W’ C W with this property, we have U Cc W' = U = W'.

For a proof of the existence and uniqueness of the scss subrepresentation, we refer
to |25, Lemma 4.4]. The scss subrepresentation satisfies Hom(U; W/U) = 0. Using
the existence and uniqueness of the scss, one can inductively construct a unique
Harder—Narasimhan filtration with respect to 6; for example, see [25, Lemma 4.7].

We now turn to the study of how the notions of semistability and stability
behave under a field extension L/k. A k-representation W = (Wy)vev, (0a)aca)
of @ determines an L-representation L ®; W := ((L®k Wy )vev, (IdL ® ©q)aca) (or
simply L ® W), where L ®; W, is equipped with its canonical structure of L-vector
space and Idy ® @, is the extension of the k-linear map ¢, by L-linearity. Note
that the dimension vector of L ®; W as an L-representation is the same as the
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dimension vector of W as a k-representation. We prove that semistability of quiver
representations is invariant under base field extension, by following the proof of
the analogous statement for sheaves given in [I7, Proposition 3| and [14] Theorem
1.3.7].

Proposition 2.4. Let L/k be a field extension and let W be a k-representation.
For a stability parameter 8 € ZV, the following statements hold.

(1) If L ® W is 0-semistable (resp. 0-stable) as an L-representation, then W
is 0-semistable (resp. 0-stable) as a k-representation.

(2) If W is 0-semistable as a k-representation, then L @ W is 0-semistable as
an L-representation.

Moreover, if (W%)1<i<; is the Harder-Narasimhan filtration of W, then (L ®j,
Wi)lgigl 1s the Harder-Narasimhan filtration of L @ W.

Proof. Let us suppose that L ®; W is #-semistable as an L-representation. Then,
given a k-subrepresentation W’ C W, we have

s (W' = pug (L @g W) < pf (L @, W) = ug(W).

Therefore, W is necessarily 6-semistable as a k-representation. The proof shows
that (1) also holds for stability.

First we can reduce (2) to finitely generated extensions L/k as follows. Let WT
be an L-subrepresentation of L& W. For each v € V', choose an L-basis (b})1<j<a,
of W) and write bY = 3=, af;e¥; (a finite sum with af; € L and e}; € W,)). Let L’ be
the subfield of L generated by the aj;. The (ej;) generate an L'-subrepresentation
WL of L’ @, W that satisfies L@, WL = WL, If L®, W is not semistable, there
exists W C L @, W such that pf (WE) > pl (L @p W) = pg(W), then L' @5 W is
not semistable, as u” (W) > k' (I @, W).

By filtering L/k by various subfields, it suffices to verify the following cases:

(i) L/k is a Galois extension;
(ii) L/k is a separable algebraic extension;
(iii) L/k is a purely inseparable finite extension;
(iv) L/E is a purely transcendental extension, of transcendence degree 1.

For (i), we prove the statement by contrapositive, using the existence and unique-
ness of the scss U € L ®; W with pk(U) > puk(L @, W). For 7 € Aut(L/k),
we construct an L-subrepresentation 7(U) of L ®;, W of the same dimension vec-
tor and slope as U as follows. For each v € V, the k-automorphism 7 of L in-
duces an L-semilinear transformation of L ®; W, (i.e., an additive map satisfying
7(2w) = 7(2)7(w) for all z € L and all w € W,), which implies that 7(U,) is
an L-vector subspace of L ®; W,, and the map 7¢,7 1 : T(Ut(a)) — T(Un(a)) is
L-linear. By uniqueness of the scss subrepresentation U, we must have 7(U) = U
for all 7 € Aut(L/k). Moreover, for all v € V, the k-vector space MuLIR) g g
subspace of (L @, W, )2 /k) = W, as L/k is Galois. Then UAL/R) © W is a
k-subrepresentation with g (UA(E/R)) = L (U); thus W is not semistable.

In case (ii), we choose a Galois extension N of k containing L; then we can
conclude the claim using (i) and Part (1).

For (iii), by Jacobson descent, an L-subrepresentation W C L ®; W descends
to a k-subrepresentation of W if and only if W is invariant under the algebra of
k-derivations of L, which is the case for the scss L-subrepresentation U C L ®; W.
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Indeed, let us consider a derivation § € Derg(L) and, for all v € V, the induced
transformation (¢s), := (6 @k Idw,) : L @, W, — L ® W,,. Then, for all v € V,
all A € L and all w € Uy, one has (¢s),(Au) = §(A)u + Aps(u). As the composition

(1/)5)u : Uv — L®k Wu (¢_6)>v L®k Wv — (L®k Wy)/Uv

is L-linear, we obtain a morphism of L-representations ¢s : U — (L @ W)/U,
which must be zero as U is the scss subrepresentation of L@, W. As U is invariant
under 15, it descends to a k-subrepresentation of W; then we argue as in (i).

For (iv), we distinguish two cases. If k is infinite, the fixed subfield of k(X for
the action of Aut(k(X)/k) ~ PGL(2; k) is k (cf. |[27), p. 254]), so we can argue as in
(). If k is finite, the fixed subfield of k(X)) for the action of Aut(k(X)/k) is strictly
larger than k, as PGL(2; k) is finite. Let then k be an algebraic closure of k. If
W is semistable, so is k ®; W in view of the above, since k/k is algebraic. As k is
infinite, k(X) @ (k @ W) = k(X) ®; W is also semistable. Since k(X) ®x W =
E(X) ®k(x) (k(X) @ W), we can conclude that k(X) @5 W is a semistable k(X)-
representation by Part (1). O

Remark 2.5. Part (2) of Proposition is not true if we replace semistability by
stability, as is evident if we set kK = R and L = C: for a f-stable R-representation
W, its complexification CRQ W is a #-semistable C-representation by Proposition
and either, for all C-subrepresentations U C C ® W, one has uj (U) < u§(C® W),
in which case C ® W is actually 6-stable as a C-representation; or there exists a
C-subrepresentation U C L ® W such that u5(U) = u§(C @ W). In the second
case, let 7(U) be the C-subrepresentation of C ® W obtained by applying the non-
trivial element of Aut(C/R) to U. Note that 7(U) # U, as otherwise it would
contradict the @-stability of W as an R-representation (as in the proof of Part (2)
of Proposition . It is then not difficult, adapting the arguments of [24] 29], to
show that U is a #-stable C-representation and that CQ W ~ U ®7(U); thus C@W
is only #-polystable as a C-representation.

This observation motivates the following definition.

Definition 2.6 (Geometric stability). A k-representation W is 6-geometrically
stable if L ®; W is f-stable as an L-representation for all extensions L/k.

Evidently, the notion of geometric stability is invariant under field extension. It
turns out that, if k& = k, then being geometrically stable is the same as being
stable: this can be proved directly, as in [I4] Corollary 1.5.11], or as a consequence
of Proposition below. In particular, this implies that a k-representation W is
f-geometrically stable if and only if k ®;, W is 6-stable (the proof is the same as in
Part (2) - Case (iv) of Proposition [2.4).

2.2. Families of quiver representations. A family of k-representations of @
parametrised by a k-scheme B is a representation of ) in the category of vector
bundles over B/k, denoted £ = ((£,)vev, (Pa)aca) —> B. For d = (d,),ev € NV,
we say a family &€ — B is d-dimensional if, for all v € V, the rank of &€, is d,,. If f :
B’ — B is a morphism of k-schemes, there is a pullback family f*& := (f*&,)vev
over B’. For b € B with residue field x(b), we let & denote the k(b)-representation
obtained by pulling back £ along u; : Spec k(b) — B.

Definition 2.7 (Semistability in families). A family &€ — B of k-representations
of @ is called:
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(1) O-semistable if, for all b € B, the x(b)-representation &, is f-semistable.
(2) 6-geometrically stable if, for all b € B, the x(b)-representation &, is 6-
geometrically stable.

For a family &€ — B of k-representations of (), the subset of points b € B for
which &, is f-semistable (resp. 6-geometrically stable) is open; one can prove this by
adapting the argument in [I4, Proposition 2.3.1]. By Propositionand Definition
the pullback of a #-semistable (resp. 6-geometrically stable) family is semistable
(resp. geometrically stable). Therefore, we can introduce the following moduli
functors:

(2.1) ngfs : (Schg)°® — Sets  and Fg’_dgs : (Schy )P — Sets,

where (Schy)°P denotes the opposite category of the category of k-schemes and,
for B € Schy, we have that Fg:fs(B) (resp. FSngS(B)) is the set of isomorphism
classes of #-semistable (resp. #-geometrically stable) d-dimensional families over B
of k-representations of Q.

We follow the convention that a coarse moduli space for a moduli functor F :
(Schy)°? —> Sets is a scheme M that corepresents F' (that is, there is a natural
transformation F — Hom(—, M) that is universal).

2.3. The GIT construction of the moduli space. We fix a ground field k£ and
dimension vector d = (d,),ev € NV; then every d-dimensional k-representation of
@ is isomorphic to a point of the following affine space over k

Repg q = H Mata,, o) xdy ) -
ac€A

The reductive group Gq.q4 := [, GLa4, over k acts algebraically on Repg 4 by
conjugation: for g = (gy)vev € Gg,a and M = (M,)aca € Repg 4, we have

(2.2) g-M:= (gh(a)Magt_(i))aeA

There is a tautological family 7 — Repg, 4 of d-dimensional k-representations
of Q, where F,, is the trivial rank d, vector bundle on Repg, 4.

Lemma 2.8. The tautological family F — Rep, 4 has the local universal property;
that is, for every family € = ((Ey)vev, (Pa)aca) — B of representations of Q over
a k-scheme B, there is an open covering B = U;c1B; and morphisms f; : B; —
Repg 4 such that E|p, = f7F.

Proof. Take an open cover of B on which all the (finitely many) vector bundles &,
are trivialisable, then the morphisms f; are determined by the morphisms ¢,. O

We will construct a quotient of the Gg 4-action on Repg ,; via geometric in-
variant theory (GIT) using a linearisation of the action by a stability parameter
0 = (0y)vev € ZV. Let us set 0 := (6)),ev where 6, := 6, Y acy Qo — 2 pey balda
for all v € V; then one can easily check that 6’-(semi)stability is equivalent to
0-(semi)stability. We define a character xg : Gg.g — Gy, by

(2.3) xo((g0)vev) == H (det o)~
veV
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Any such character x : Gg,a — Gy, defines a lifting of the Gg 4-action on Rep, 4
to the trivial line bundle Repg, 4 x Al where Gg 4 acts on A via multiplication by
X. As the subgroup A C Gg 4, whose set of R-points (for R a k-algebra) is

(2.4) A(R) :={(t1g,)vev : t € R*} 2 G (R),

acts trivially on Repg, 4, invariant sections only exist if x(®)(A(R)) = {15} for all
R; this holds for xg, as ) <y 0,d, = 0. Let Lo denote the line bundle Repg, 4 x Al
endowed with the Gg 4-action induced by x¢ and by Ly its n-th tensor power for
n > 1 (endowed with the action of xj). The invariant sections of L} are yg-semi-
invariant functions; that is, morphisms f : Repg 4 — Al satisfying f(g- M) =
Xo(g)" f(M) for all g € G q and all M € Repg 4-

Definition 2.9 (GIT (semi)stability). A point M € Repg, 4 is called:

(1) xo¢-semistable if there exists an integer n > 0 and a G g-invariant section
f of L such that f(M) # 0.

(2) xe-stable if there exists an integer n > 0 and a Gg g-invariant section
[ of L§ such that f(M) # 0, the action of Gg,4 on (Repg 4)s is closed
and dim ) (Stab(M)/Aary) = 0, where Stab(M) C Gq,q,x(ar) is the
stabiliser group scheme of M.

(s)

The set of xg-(semi)stable points in Repg, 4 is denoted Repg’; ® or, if we wish to

emphasise the group, Repéf;z,d»m)—(s)s.

Evidently, Repyy’; *” and Repy; * are G ¢-invariant open subsets. Moreover, these

subsets commute with base change (cf. [2I, Proposition 1.14] and [33 Lemma 2]).
Mumford’s GIT (or, more precisely, Seshadri’s extension of GIT [33]) provides a

X6 —SS

categorical and good quotient of the G 4-action on RepQ 4

T Repg”;ss — Repg .4 //xo G@.a := Proj @HO(Reprd, EZ)GW,
n>0

which restricts to a geometric quotient W‘Rep)égd—s : Repggs — Repg;s /GQ.d-

Given a geometric point M : Spec ) — Réprd, let us denote by A(M) the set
of 1-parameter subgroups A : G, 0 — Gg 4,0 such that the morphism G,, o —
Repg 4.0, given by the A-action on M, extends to Ab. As Repg 4 is separated, if
this morphism extends, its extension is unique. If My denotes the image of 0 € A,
the weight of the induced action of Gy, o on Lg a|wm, is (xo,0,A) € Z, where (—, —)
denotes the natural pairing of characters and 1-parameter subgroups.

Proposition 2.10 (Hilbert-Mumford criterion [I5]). For a geometric point M :
Spec{) — Repg, 4, we have:
(1) M is xo-semistable if and only if (xe.q,\) > 0 for all X € A(M);
(2) M is xg-stable if and only if (xo,0,A) > 0 for all X € A(M), and (xp.0,\) =
0 implies Im A C Stab(M), where Stab(M) C Gg.a,q s the stabiliser group

scheme of M.
Proof. If k is algebraically closed and Q = k, this is [I5], Proposition 2.5]; then the
above result follows as GIT (semi)stability commutes with base change. O

Before we relate slope (semi)stability and GIT (semi)stability for quiver repre-
sentations, let Rep%_?js (resp. Rep%_js) be the open subset of points in Repy, ; over

which the tautological family F is f-semistable (resp. §-geometrically stable).
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Proposition 2.11. For § € ZV, we have the following equalities of k-schemes:
(1) Rep‘9 7" =Repy ™
7
(2) Repe 7" =Repyy”.

Proof. Since all of these k-subschemes of Repg, 4 are open, it suffices to verify these

equalities on k-points, for which one uses [I5, Proposition 3.1] (we note that we use
the opposite inequality to King in our definition of slope (semi)stability, but this is
rectified by the minus sign appearing in (2.3)) for the definition of yy). O

Proposition readily implies the result claimed at the end of which we
state here for future reference.

Corollary 2.12. A k-representation W _is 6-geometrically stable if and only if
k @i W is O-stable. In particular, if k = k, then 0-geometric stability is equivalent
to 6-stability.

Finally, we show the existence of coarse moduli spaces of -semistable (resp. 6-
geometrically stable) k-representations of @ for an arbitrary field k. For an alge-
braically closed field k, this result is proved in [I5, Proposition 5.2].

Theorem 2.13. The k-variety ./Vle 4 = Repg a4 //xsGq.d is a coarse moduli space
for the functor Fe 7% and the natuml map Fe SS( ) — Me SS( ) is surjective.
Moreover, Me gs := Repy;” /Gq,a is an open k- subvamety of ./\/le 7% which is
a coarse moduh space for the functor ngdgs and the natural map F(g’dgs(E) —
./\/la gs( ) is bijective.

Proof. First, we verify that /\/l9 7% is a k-variety: it is of finite type over k, as the
ring of sections of powers of Lg that are invariant for the reductive group Gg q is
finitely generated. Moreover, /\/l9 2% is separated, as it is projective over the affine
k-scheme Spec O(Repg 4) %9 Fmally ./\/le 4 1s integral, as Repyy, ** is and this
property is inherited by the categorical quotlent

Since the tautological family F0—55 — Rep%fj ® has the local universal property
by Lemma and also the G 4-action on Repg, 4 is such that M, M’ € Repg 4
lie in the same Gg q-orbit if and only if Fas = Fp, it follows that any G g-
invariant morphism p : Repe 7% — Y is equivalent to a natural transformation
mp : Fo 4 — Hom(—,Y) (cf [22, Proposition 2.13]). As Repg; +* = Repy/;** by
Proposition and as 7 : Repyy;*" — RepQ a//xeGQa = M 4" is a universal
G ¢-invariant morphism, it follows that M % co-represents FQ 4, and similarly
/\/l9 9% co-represents Fe o

The points of MG SS( ) are in bijection with equivalence classes of Gg 4(k)-
orbits of yg- semlstable k-points, where k-points M; and M, are equivalent if their
orbit closures intersect in Repgy’y ** (k) (¢f. [33, Theorem 4]). By [I5, Proposition
3.2.(i1)], this is the same as the S-equivalence of Fys, and Fypy, as f-semistable
k-representation of @; hence the surjectivity of the natural map F9 (k) —
MG SS( ). Likewise, ./\/le SS( ) is in bijection with the set of GQ7d(k) orbits of
Xo- stable k-points of RepQ’d, which, by [I5 Proposition 3.1], is in bijection with
the set of #-stable d-dimensional k-representations of Q. O



12 VICTORIA HOSKINS AND FLORENT SCHAFFHAUSER

We end this section with a result that is used repeatedly in Sections [3]
Corollary 2.14. For M € Repzz_js, we have Stab(M) = A, vy C GQ,de(M)-

Proof. Stab(M) C G@,q,x(ar) is isomorphic to Aut(Fas), where F — Repy, , is the
tautological family, and Fj; is 6-geometrically stable. The endomorphism group
of a stable k-representation of @) is a finite dimensional division algebra over k
(¢f. |14, Proposition 1.2.8]). Let x(M) be an algebraic closure of xk(M); then, as
x(M)® Fas is f-stable and k(M) is algebraically closed, End(x(M)® Far) = w(M).
Since k(M) @ End(Far) C End(k(M) ® Far), it follows that End(Fas) = k(M) and
thus Aut(]—"M) =~ AK(A{)' ([l

3. RATIONAL POINTS OF THE MODULI SPACE

Throughout this section, we assume that k is a perfect field and we fix an al-
gebraic closure k of k. For any k-scheme X, there is a left action of the Galois
group Galy := Gal(k/k) on the set of k-points X (k) as follows: for 7 € Galy, and
x : Speck — X, we let 7 -z := x o 7%, where 7* : Speck —> Speck is the mor-
phism of k-scheme induced by the k-algebra homomorphism 7 : & — k. Since k
is perfect, the fixed-point set the Galg-action on X (k) is the set of k-points of X:
X (k) = X (k)% If X3 = Speck Xspeck X, then Xz(k) = X (k) and Galy acts on
X3 by k-scheme automorphisms and, as k is perfect, we can recover X as X3/ Galy.

3.1. Rational points arising from rational representations. The moduli

space M%Tjs constructed in Section [2|is a k-variety, so the Galois group Galy :=

Gal(k/k) acts on MerdSS(E) as described above and the fixed points of this ac-

tion are the k-rational points. Alternatively, we can describe this action using the
O—ss

presentation of M 7® as the GIT quotient Repg, 4 //xeG@q,d- The Galg-action on

Rede(E) = Jlaca Mata,, ) xd,(a) (k) and Gga(k) = [I,ev GLa, (k) is given by

applying a k-automorphism 7 € Gal, = Aut(k/k) to the entries of the matrices
(My)aca and (gy)vev. Both actions are by homeomorphisms in the Zariski topol-
ogy and the second action is by group automorphisms and preserves the subgroup
A(k) defined in (2.4). We denote these actions as follows

®: Gal, xRepg 4(k) — Rep(k)

(3.1) (7 (Ma)aca) > (7(Ma)) 5
and
(3.2) Vo GalyxGga(k) — Gqa(k)

(Ta (gv)ve\/) — (T(gv))vev.

They satisfy the following compatibility relation with the action of Gg 4(k) on
Repg 4(k): for all g € Gq,a(k), all M € Rep(k) and all 7 € Galy, one has

(3.3) O (g-M)=V,(g) (M)

(i-e., the Gq 4(k)-action on Repg ,4(k) extends to an action of G 4(k) x Galy). For
convenience, we will often simply denote ®.(M) by 7(M) and ¥.(g) by 7(g).

Proposition 3.1. The Galy-action on Repg 4(k) preserves Repg;(s)s@). More-

over, if My, My are two GIT-semistable points whose G q(k)-orbits closures meet

in Repy g **(k), then, for all T € Galy, the same is true for 7(My) and 7(Ma).
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Proof. The first statement holds, as the Galg-action preserves the xg-semi-invariant
functions due to the compatibility relation (3.3)), and moreover, for M € Repg, 4(k)
and 7 € Galg, we have Stabg, ) (T(M)) = 7(Stabg, ) (M)). The second
statement follows from (3.3) and the continuity of 7 in the Zariski topology of
Repyy; ** (k). O

Proposition combined with the compatibility relation (3.3) readily implies that
Galy, acts on the set of k-points of the k-varieties M9 77 = Repg.a //xeGq.a

and MG g3 RepQ"d /Gg,a. Explicitly, the Galy- actlon on the orbit space
Repy,. gS( )/GW(E) is given by

(3.4) (Gg.a(k) - M) — (Gga(k) - T(M)).

Since k is assumed to be a perfect field, this Galg-action on the k-varieties /\/10 (k)
and ./\/l9 9%(k) suffices to recover the k-schemes ./\/le ® and MQ’ 95 In partlcular,

the Gal;€ actions just described on Me SS( ) and Me gs( ) coincide with the ones
described algebraically at the beglnnlng of the present section.

Remark 3.2. We can intrinsically define the Galois action on Rep, 4(k) by defining
a Galg-action on arbitrary k-representations of @ as follows. If W = ((W,)ev,
(Pa)aca) is a k-representation of @, then, for 7 € Galy, we define W™ to be the
representation (W], v € V;¢7;a € A) where:
e W/ is the k-vector space whose underlying Abelian group coincides with
that of W, and whose external multiplication is given by A -, w := 7=} (\)w
for A\ € k and w € W,,.
e The map @7 coincides with ¢,, which is k-linear for the new k-vector space
structures, as ¢ (A - w) = b (1 (A\Jw) = 7 (\)da(w) = A+ 67 (w).
If p: W — W is a morphism of k-representations and 7 € Galy, we denote by
7. (W)™ — W7 the induced homomorphism (which set-theoretically coincides
with p). With these conventions, we have a right action, as W™ = (W),
Moreover, if we fix a k-basis of each W,,, the matrix of ¢7 is 7(M,), where M, is
the matrix of ¢,, so we recover the Galg-action . We note that the construction
W —— WT is compatible with semistability and S-equivalence, thus showing in an
intrinsic manner that Gal, acts on the set of S-equivalence classes of semistable
d-dimensional representations of Q.

By definition of the moduli spaces ng 5 and M%}fs, we have natural maps
(3.5) Fo (k) — MG (k) and  F (k) — Mg 3 (k),

where F‘g_sS and Fy, 795 are the moduli functors defined at . As k is perfect,
MG o (k ) ./\/le SS( )G’al’“ and ./\/le i (k)= ./\/le 3" (k)S4l . The goal of the present
sectlon is to use this basic fact in order to understand the natural maps
As a matter of fact, our techniques will only apply to Fg:lgb( ) — M9 gé( ),
because MHQng *(k) is the orbit space Reperf °(k)/Gq,a(k) and all GIT- stable points
in Repg, 4(k) have the Abelian group A(k) ~ %™ as their stabiliser for the Go.a(k)-
action.
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Note first that, by definition of the functor F d , we have
Fgy #° (k) = Repgy §°(k)/Gq.a(k),

so the natural map Fg:iqs( ) — MG (k) may be viewed as the map

faa, © Reply 2°(k)/Goalk) — (Rep’ $*(k)/Gq.a(k) ™

GQ,d(k) - M — GQ@(IC) (k Rk M)
Proposition 3.3. The natural map F(g;lgs( ) — Me 4" (k) is injective.

Proof. To prove this result, we identify this map with fqa, and we will show that
the non-empty fibres of fqa), are in bijection with the pointed set

ker (H Y(Galy; A(k)) — H'(Galy; G, a(k)))

where this map is induced by the inclusion A(k) C Gga(k). Then the result
follows from this claim, as H'(Galg; A(k)) = {1} by Hilbert’s 90th Theorem (for
example, see [31], Proposition X.1.2], where technically the statement is only shown
for finite Galois extensions, but the general case follows as H 1(le Gal(L/k); +) ~
lim H L(Gal(L/k); -), where the projective limit is taken over finite Galois sub-
extensions L/k).

It remains to prove the above claim about the fibres of fgai, . For this we consider
M, My in Repe 9% (k)Sale such that G a(k)- My = Gg a(k)- Ms. Then there exists

g € Gga(k) such that g - My = M;. Therefore, for all 7 € Galg, we have
LMy = My =1(My) =7(g" - My) = 7(g7 ") - (M),
sogr(g™t) € StabGQ () (M) = A(k). Tt is straight-forward to check that the map

61\/[17]\/[2 : Galk — A(E)
ro— gt )

is a normalised A(k)-valued 1-cocycle whose cohomology class only depends on
the Gg qa(k)%®*-orbits of M; and Ms. Thus the cohomology class [Bas, s, ] lies in
the kernel of the pointed map H'(Galg; A(k)) — H'(Galg; Gg.q(k)). Hence, for
[M;] := Gqa(k) - My € Rep, °(k)/Gq,a(k), there is a map

faa, (faal, ([Mi])) — ker (H'(Galy; A(k)) — H'(Galy, Gg.a(k)))

sending [Ms] to B, a,.- We claim this map is bijective. To prove surjectivity,
suppose We have a 1-cocycle v(7) = g7(g~1) € A(k) that splits over Gg a(k);
then 7(g~' - M;) = g~' - M, since A(k) acts trivially on M;, so the cocycle 3
defined using M, and My := g~' - M, as above is equal to 7. To prove that the
above map is injective, suppose that the A(k)-valued 1-cocycle 3 associated to M
and My := g~! . M splits over A(k) (i.e. that there exists a E A(k) such that
g7(97 1) = ar(at) for all 7 € Galy). Then, on the one hand, a~'g € Gg q(k)C,
as 7(a~1g) = a~lg for all 7 € Gal, and, on the other hand,

(a_lg)_l . M1 = g_l . (a_l . Ml) M1 Mg,
as A(k) acts trivially on Repg 4(k). Therefore, Gde(k:) My =Ggualk) M. O
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In order to study the image of the natural map
0—gs 0—gs
fGalk5Fng() M g()

we introduce a map 7 called the type map, from /\/le Ik k)Gl to the Brauer group
of k, denoted by Br(k):

(3.6) T : My 2°(k) — H*(Galy; &) = Br(k),
which is defined as follows. Consider an orbit
(Gqua(k) - M) € My #°(k) = (Rep, §° (k) /Gq.a(k) %,

of which a representative M has been chosen. As this orbit is preserved by the
Galg-action, we have that, for all 7 € Galg, there is an element u, € GQ’d(E) such
that u, - 7(M) = M. Note that for 7 = 1ga,, we can simply take u, = 1GQ,d(E)’
which we will. Since (m172)(M) = 71(2(M)), it follows from the compatibility
relation that,

upl, M =ri(uy' M) =7(ut) m(M)=1(u

T1T2

SDunt - M.

Therefore, for all (,72) € Galy x Galy, the element ¢, (71, 72) = wr, 71 (ury Juy -,

(which depends on the choice of the representative M and the family u := (Ur)reGglk
satisfying, for all 7 € Galy, u, - 7(M) = M) lies in the stabiliser of M in Gg 4(k),
which is A(k) since M is assumed to be yg-stable.

Proposition 3.4. The above map

Cy - Galk X Galk — A(E)

(Tlv 7_2) — UunT1 (u‘l'2)u;11-1—2
is a normalised A(k)-valued 2-cocycle whose cohomology class only depends on the
G a(k)-orbit of M, thus this defines a map
T« M §°(R)% — H?(Galy; A(K)) ~ Br(k)

that we shall call the type map.
Proof. Tt is straightforward to check the cocycle relation

c(71,72)e(T172,73) = T1(c(T2, 7'3))6(71,7'273)
for all 71,72, 73 in Galg. If we choose a different family v’ := (u/ )Tegalk such that
ul-7(M) = M for all 7 € Gal, then (u.)™' M = u, M, thus a; =uluzt € A(k)
and it is straightforward to check, using that A(k) is a central subgroup of Gg.a(k),
that .

ug'l T1 (UZFQ) (u’/Tl 7'2) = (a'rl 1 (aT2)a7T117'2) (uTl 1 (u7'2)u77117'2) .

Therefore, the associated cocycles ¢, and ¢,/ are cohomologous. If we now replace
M with M’ = g- M for g € Gg q(k), then

r(M') = 7(g) - 7(M) = T(g)us"g ™" - M’
and, if we set v’ := gu,7(g~!), we have

cw (T1,72) = geu(T1,72)g7 " = cu(r1, 72),

where the last equality follows again from the fact that A(k) is central in G 4(k).
In particular, the two representatives M and M’ give rise, for an appropriate choice
of the families v and u/, to the same cocycle, and thus they induce the same
cohomology class [¢,] = [cw]- O
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If k is a finite field Fy, then Br(F,) = 0. Other useful examples of target spaces for
the type map are Br(R) ~ Z/2Z and Br(Q,) ~ Q/Z for all prime p. Moreover, the
group Br(Q) fits in a canonical short exact sequence

0— Br(Q —Br(R)& P Br(Q,) — Q/Z — 0.

p prime

Remark 3.5. We note that the type map 7T : MG 4 (k) — H?(Galy, A(k))
factors through the connecting homomorphism

§: H'(Galy, Gga(k)) — H?*(Galy, A(k))
associated to the short exact sequence of groups
1 —A— Gde —>CQ7d = GQ,d/A — 1.

By definition of T, for a Gal-invariant orbit Gg 4(k) - M in /\/l‘9 (k)G we
choose elements u, € Gg,q(k) with u; = 1g,, , such that u, - (M) M for all
7 € Galy, and then construct a A(k)-valued 2-cocycle ¢, (71, 72) = tr, 71 (Ur, Ju; L . If
we let i, denote the image of u, under the homomorphism Gg 4(k) — Gg.a(k),
then @ : Galy — Gg,a(k) is a normalised 1-cocycle, as ur, 71 (ur,)u;s, € A(k)
implies @, r, = @y, 71 (U, ). Furthermore,

[eu] = o([a)).
As [c,] is independent of the choice of elements u, and representative M of the

orbit, and § is injective, it follows that [4] € H'(Galg, Gg.q(k)) is also independent
of these choices. Hence, the type map factors as 7 = § o T’ where

T MG (k) — H'(Galg, Gg.a(k)).

This observation will be useful in Section [3:2} Note that, unlike that of 7, the
target space of T’ depends on the quiver Q.

Remark 3.6 (Intrinsic definition of the type map). The presentation of ./\/19 2%(k)
as the orbit space Repe gs( )/Gq,a(k) is particularly well-suited for deﬁnlng the
type map, as the stablhber in Gg q(k) of a point in Repg_,js(ﬁ) is isomorphic to the
automorphism group of the associated representation of ). We can intrinsically
define the type map, without using this orbit space presentation, as follows. A
point in MHQ_’U? (k) corresponds to an isomorphism class of a #-geometrically stable
k-representation W, and this point is fixed by Galy-action if, for all 7 € Galy, there
is an isomorphism u, : W — W7. The relation W7 = (W)™ then implies that
Cu(m1,m2) == unlk, uT1 Ur, 18 an automorphism of W. Once Aut(W) is identified with

EX, this defines a & - -valued 2-cocycle ¢,, whose cohomology class is independent
of the choice of the isomorphisms (u;)regal, and the identification Aut(W) ~ 5

We now use the type map to analyse which k-points of the moduli scheme MG g3
actually correspond to k-representations of Q).

Theorem 3.7. The natural map Fg:ig (k) — ./\/le i (k) induces a bijection

Fo (k) == T7H([1]) € M & ()
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from the set of isomorphism classes of 6-geometrically stable d-dimensional k-
representations of QQ onto the fibre of the type map T : ./\/le gs( ) — Br(k) over
the trivial element of the Brauer group of k.

Proof. Identify this map with fgai,; then it is injective by Proposition If
Gg.a(k)- M lies in Im fqaj, , we can choose a representative M € Repe 9% (k)Gale 50
the relation u, - 7(M) = M is trivially satisfied if we set u, = 1gal, for all T € Galg.
But then ¢, (71, 72) = 15, so, by definition of the type map, T(Ggq,a(k) - M) =
[cu] = [1], which proves that Im fga1, € 7 1([1]). Conversely, take M € Repa 9% (k)
with Gg.q(k) - M € T~1([1]). By definition of the type map, this means that there
exists a family (ur)recay, of elements of Gg (k) such that Ulg,, = 1GQ,d(E)’

ur - 7(M) = M for all 7 € Galy and ¢, (71, 72) := ur, 71 (ur,)ust, € A(k) for all
(11,72) € Galg x Galy, and [¢,] = [1], as T(Gg.a(k) - M) = [c,] by construction of
T. By suitably modifying the family (u;)reqal, if necessary, we can thus assume
that w71 (Ur,) = Ur,r,, which means that (u,)regal, is a Gg a(k)-valued 1-cocycle

for Galy,. Since Gg 4(k) = [],cy GLa, (k), we have

H'(Galy; Gg.a(k)) ~ [[ H'(Galg; GLg, (%))
veV

so, by a well-known generalisation of Hilbert’s 90 (for instance, see [31, Proposition
X.1.3 p.151]), Hl(Galk,GQ a(k)) = 1. Therefore, there exists g € Gg,q(k) such
that u, = gr(¢g~?!) for all 7 € Gal,. In particular, the relation u, - 7(M) = M
implies that 7(g~' - M) = g=' - M, ie. (97! - M) € Repg 4(k)*!, which shows
that Tﬁl([l]) CIm fGalk- O

Example 3.8. If k is a finite field (so, in particular, k is perfect and Br(k) = 1),
then Fy, 9_9 (k) ~ MG 4" (k): the set of isomorphism classes of f-geometrically stable
d- d1mens1onal k-representations of () is the set of k-points of a k-variety ./\/le gs.
3.2. Rational points that do not come from rational representations.
When the Brauer group of k is non-trivial, the type map 7 : M 9°(k) —s Br(k)
can have non-empty fibres other than 71([1]) (see Example [3.23)). In particular,
by Theorem the natural map ngdgs( ) — ./\/le 9%(k) is injective but not sur-
jective in that case. The goal of the present bectlon is to show that the fibres of the
type map above non-trivial elements of the Brauer group of k still admit a modular
interpretation, using representations over division algebras

If [¢] € Hz(Galk;ix) lies in the image of the type map, then by definition
there exists a representation M ¢ Repe gs(k:) and a family (u;)regal, such that
Ulg,, = lGde(k) and u, - (M) = M for all 7 € Galg. Moreover, the given
2-cocycle ¢ is cohomologous to the 2-cocycle ¢, : (11,72) — ur, Ur (ur,)usl, .
In order to analyse such families (u;)reqal, in detail, we introduce the following
terminology, reflecting the fact that these families will later be used to modify the
Galy-action on Repg, 4(k) and G a(k).

Definition 3.9 (Modifying family). A modifying family (u;)rccal, is a tuple,
indexed by Galg, of elements u, € Gg q(k) satisfying:

(1) ulGalk = ]‘Gde(E);
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—1
T1T2

(2) For all (11,72) € Galg x Galg, the element ¢, (11,72) := ur, Ury (tr,)u
lies in the subgroup A(k) C G q(k).

In particular, if u = (u;)regal, is a modifying family, then the induced map

¢y Galg x Galy, — A(k)

is a normalised A(k)-valued 2-cocycle. We now show that a modifying family can

indeed be used to define new Galg-actions on Repg, 4(k) and Gg.a(k).

Proposition 3.10. Let u = (u;)recal, be a modifying family in the sense of Defi-
nition[3.4 Then we can define modified Galy-actions

v Galg x Reprd(E) — RepQ,d(E)
(1, M) — u, - & (M)

and

ye . Galk XGQ)d(E) — GQ@(k)
(1,9) — u Vo (g)ust

which are compatible in the sense of (3.3) and such that the induced Galy-actions

on M 5* (k) = Repg a(k)//x, Ga.a(F) and Mg §*(F) = Repg, 1 (k)/Gq.a(k) co-

incide with the previous ones, constructed in (3.4).

Proof. The proof is a simple verification, using the fact that A(k) acts trivially
on Repg 4(k) and is central in Gg,qa(k), then proceeding as in Proposition m to
show that the modified Galg-action is compatible with semistability and stability

of E—representations. (Il

Let us denote by , Repg 4(k)“*!* the fixed-point set of ®* in Repg 4(k) and by
wGo.a(k)Gx the fixed subgroup of G 4(k) under W, Proposition then im-
mediately implies that Gg,q(k)9** acts on , Repg 4(k)9** and that the map
fcal, . taking the UGQ,d(E)GaI’f—orbit of a #-geometrically stable representation
M e, lziep(éidgs(E)G‘“‘l’c to its G 4(k)-orbit in Merj(E) lands in 7 !([c,]), since
one has u, - 7(M) = M for such a representation. We then have the following
generalisation of Theorem [3.7]

Theorem 3.11. Let (ur)recal, be a modifying family in the sense of Definition

and let ¢, : Galy x Gal, — A(k) ~ % be the associated 2-cocycle. Then the
map
fealow : uwRepl &°(R)% /.G a(®)%  — T ([ed])
uGde(E)Galk -M — GQ@(E) - M

is bijective.

Proof. As A(k) is central in Gg 4(k), the action induced by ¥* on A(k) coin-
cides with the one induced by W, so the injectivity of fgai,,. can be proved as
in Proposition [3.3] The proof of surjectivity is then exactly the same as in The-
orem The only thing to check is that H!(Galy; Gg.a(k)) = 1, where the
subscript u means that Galy now acts on Gq (k) via the action ¥*; this follows
from the proof of [31I, Proposition X.1.3 p.151] once one observes that, if one sets

U¥(z) := u,7(x) for all z € Edv, then one still has, for all A € GLg, (k) and

all z € Ed", U¥(Azx) = ¥ (A)PY(x). After that, the proof is the same as in loc.
cit.. g
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By Theorem we can view the fibre 7!([c,]) as the set of isomorphism classes
of f-geometrically stable, (Gal, u)-invariant, d-dimensional k-representations of Q.
Note that, in the context of (Galy, u)-invariant k-representations of (), semistability
is defined with respect to (Galy,u)-invariant k-subrepresentations only. However,
analogously to Proposition[2.4] this is in fact equivalent to semistability with respect
to all subrepresentations. The same holds for geometric stability, by definition. We
have thus obtained a decomposition of the set of k-points of MHQ_)(;S as a disjoint
union of moduli spaces, completing the proof of Theorem [T1]

In order to give a more intrinsic modular description of each fibre of the type
map 7 ~*([c.]) appearing in the decomposition of M%Tg *(k) given by Theorem
we recall that the Brauer group of & is also the set of isomorphism classes of central
division algebras over k, or equivalently the set of Brauer equivalence classes of
central simple algebras over k. The dimension of any central simple algebra A over

k is a square and the index of A is then ind (A) := /dimg(A).

Proposition 3.12. Assume that a central division algebra D € Br(k) lies in the
image of the type map

T : My 2°(k) — H*(Galy; k) 2 Br(k).

Then the index of D divides the dimension vector; that is, d = ind (D)d’ for some
dimension vector d € NV,

Proof. We recall from Remark [3.5] that 7 has the following factorisation

T« M& 2 (k)—L>H'(Galy, Go,a(R)) —— H2(Galy,, A(R)),

where for a Galy-invariant orbit Gg (k) - M in M%Tgs(k)(;alk, we choose elements

ur € Gg,a(k) for all 7 € Galy such that u; = 1g,, and u, - 7(M) = M, which
determines a Gg q(k)-valued 1-cocycle @ : Gal, — Gg,q(k) such that
T’(GQ@(E) . M) = [’U,]
For each vertex v € V, the projection Gg 4 — GLg4, maps A to the central
diagonal torus A, C GLg,, and so there is an induced map GQ@ — PGLg4,. In
particular, this gives, for all v € V', a commutative diagram

(3.7) Hl(Galk,§Q7d(E))4>H1(Galk,PGLdU (E))

H?(Galy, A(R)) H2(Galy, Ay ().

Since, by the Noether-Skolem Theorem, PGLy, (k) ~ Aut(Matgy, (k)), we can view
H'(Galg, PGLg, (k)) as the set of central simple algebras of index d, over k (up to
isomorphism): the class [u] € H(Galg, Gg,q(k)) then determines, for each v € V,
an element [u4,] € H'(Galy, PGLgy,(k)), which in turn corresponds to a central
simple algebra A, over k, of index d,,. Moreover, if [a] maps to the division algebra
D in Br(k), then we have, by the commutativity of Diagram , that D is Brauer
equivalent to A, for all vertices v (that is, A, ~ My (D) for some d;, > 1). If

e := ind (D), then dimy A, = (dimy, D)(dimp A,) = €2d,> so ind (4,) = ed,, i.e.

v

d, = ed,,, for all v € V. Thus, the index of D divides the dimension vector d. O
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Consequently, we obtain the following sufficient condition for the decomposition of
MeQ_dg *(k) to be indexed only by the trivial class in Br(k), in which case, all rational
points come from rational representations.

Corollary 3.13. Let d € NV be a dimension vector which is not divisible by any
of the indices of non-trivial central division algebras over k; then M%jfs(k) 18
the set of isomorphism classes of 0-geometrically stable k-representations of Q of
dimension d.

Example 3.14. For k = R, we have Br(R) = {R,H} and ind (H) = 2; hence, for
any dimension vector d indivisible by 2, the set Mgfdg *(R) is the set of isomorphism
classes of #-geometrically stable R-representations of ) of dimension d.

For a central division algebra D € Br(k), we will interpret the fibre 71(D) as
the set of isomorphism classes of #-geometrically stable D-representations of ) of
dimension d’, where d = ind (D)d’ (¢f. Theorem [3.20]). First we give some prelimi-
nary results about D-representations of @ (by which we mean a representation of
Q@ in the category of D-modules). Note that, as D is a skew field, the category
Mod(D) of finitely generated D-modules behaves in the same way as a category
of finite dimensional vector spaces over a field: Mod(D) is a semisimple Abelian
category with one simple object D and we can talk about the dimension of objects
in Mod(D). We let Repp(Q) denote the category of representations of @ in the
category Mod(D), and we let Reph(Q) denote the subcategory of d-dimensional
representations. Occasionally, we will encounter representations of @) in the cate-
gory of A-modules, where A is a central simple algebra A over k, but only fleetingly

(see Remark [3.15)).

Let D € Br(k) be a division algebra. Recall that the connecting homomorphisms
(3.8) HY(Galy, PGL.(%)) 2% H2(Gal; &)
associated for all e > 1 to the short exact sequences
1— k" — GLc(k) — PGL.(k) — 1
induce a bijective map

(3.9) ling H(Galy; PGL () — H?(Galy; k™) ~ Br(k)

(see for instance [10, Corollary 2.4.10]), through which D is given by a cohomology
class [ap] € H'(Gal,; PGL,(k)) where e := ind (D) is the index of D. We can then

choose a GL,(k)-valued modifying family ap = (ap,r)recal, such that, for each

T € Galy, the element ap , € PGL.(k) is the image of ap » € GL.(k) under the
canonical projection. If we denote by c,, the G,,(k)-valued 2-cocycle associated
to the modifying family ap (see Definition [3.9), we have [c,,] = §([ap]) = D in
Br(k). In particular, the class [c,,,] is independent of the modifying family [ap]

chosen as above.

Remark 3.15. Let D € Br(k) be a central division algebra of index e. Since
Br(k) = {1}, the central simple algebra k ®; D over k is Brauer equivalent to k;
that is, k®j D = Mat, (k). So, if W is a d’-dimensional D-representation of @, then
we can think of k ®; W as a d’-dimensional Mat, (k)-representation of Q. For an
algebra R, under the Morita equivalence of categories Mod(Mat.(R)) ~ Mod(R),
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the Mat.(R)-module Mat.(R) corresponds to the R-module R¢. So, for d = ed’,
there is an equivalence of categories

Repy,, p(Q) = Rep(Q).

In particular, we can view k ®; W as a d-dimensional k-representation of ). This
point of view will be useful in the proof of Proposition More generally, if L/k
is an arbitrary field extension, the central simple L-algebra L ®; D is isomorphic to
a matrix algebra Mat.(Dy,), where Dy, is a central division algebra over L uniquely
determined up to isomorphism. By the Morita equivalence Mod(Mat.(Dy)) ~
Mod(Dp), we can view the d’-dimensional Mat.(Dy,)-representation L @ W as a
d-dimensional representation of @ over the central division algebra Dy € Br(L),
which is the point of view we shall adopt in Definition [3.18]

For a division algebra D € Br(k), consider the functor Repg, 4 p : c-Alg;, — Sets
(resp. Autg ¢ p : c-Alg,, — Sets) assigning to a commutative k-algebra R the set

(3.10) Rep, o+ p(R) = ) Hom pioa(re, p) (R @ D@, R @), D)
acA

(resp. Autq 4, p(R) = [[,cy Aut pmod(re, D) (ROk D)), where d’ is any dimension
vector. Note that if D = k, these are the functor of points of the k-schemes Repg, 4
and Gg ¢ introduced in Section We will now show that, for all D € Br(k),
these functors are representable by k-varieties, using Galois descent over the perfect
field k. Let e := ind (D) and choose a 1-cocycle [ap] € H*(Galy, PGL.(k)) whose
image under ¢, the bijective map from , is D. For each 7 € Galy, pick a lift
ap, € GL.(k) of ap . Let d := ed' and consider the modified Galg-action on the
k-schemes Repg 47 = Speck X Repg 4 (resp. Goar = Speck xi, Gg.q4) given by
the modifying family up = (up,+)regal, defined by

ap, r 0
(3.11) GLy, (k) D uprp == (d), times)
0 ap,r

(¢f. Proposition . This descent datum is effective, as Repy, , 7 is affine so we
obtain a smooth affine k-variety Repg 4 p (resp. Gq,4,p) such that

Speck %) Repg 4. p ~ Repg 4%

(resp. Speck xi, Gg.a'.p ~ GQ,d,E)5 for example, see [IT], Section 14.20].

For a commutative k-algebra R, we let R := k ®; R and we note that there is a

natural Galg-action on Repg, 4 p(R). Moreover, the natural map
(312) RepQ’d,’D(R) — RepQ’d/’D(E)Galk

is an isomorphism, by Galois descent for module homomorphisms, and similarly,
this map is an isomorphism for Autg & p.

Proposition 3.16. Let D € Br(k) be a division algebra of index e := ind (D). For
a dimension vector d’, we let d := ed’. Then the functors Repg 4 p and Autg 4 p
introduced in (3.10) are representable, respectively, by the k-varieties Repg ¢, p and
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Gg.a,p defined as above using descent theory and the modifying family (3.11). In
particular, we have

Repg 4 p(k) = @ HomMod(D)(Dd;’(a) D) Repg,q(F) %'
acA

and
Gga.p(k) = [[ GLa4, (D) ~ u, Gg.a(k)™,
veV
so that Repg ¢ p(k)/Gq.ar,p(k) is in bijection with the set of isomorphism classes
of d'-dimensional representations of Q over the division algebra D. Moreover, there
is an algebraic action of Gq,a,p on Repg 4 p over k.

Proof. We will prove that Repg, 4 p is representable by the k-variety Repg, 4 p ob-
tained by descent theory from RepQ’ 4% using the modified Galois action associated
to the modifying family . The analogous statement for Autg 4 p is proved
similarly and the rest of the proposition is then clear. To prove the statement for
Repg 4. p, we need to check for all R € c-Alg, that Repg s p(R) =~ Repg 4(R)
(and these isomorphisms are functorial in R). By Galois descent and , it

suffices to show for R := k @ R, that Repg 4 p(R) ~ Repg 47(R) and that the
natural Galois action on Repg 4/, p(k) coincides with the up-modified Galois ac-

tion on RepQ,d(E) defined as in Proposition using the modifying family up
introduced in (3.11). By definition of Repg, 4 p, one has

Repo.o.p(R) = P Hom 1,47, p) (R ©k D% R @y, D).
a€A

As the division algebra D is in particular a central simple algebra over k, the k-
algebra k @ D is also central and simple (over k). Since k is algebraically closed,
this implies that k& ®x D ~ Mat,(k), where e = ind(D). Likewise

(R@y D%) ~ (k@ R) ®x D% ~ R@y (k@ D)% ~ R®), Mat (k)% ~ Mat(R)%.

Through these isomorphisms, the canonical Galois action z ® z — 7(2) ®  on
R ®p D translates to M —— ap 7(M)ap -1 (see for instance [31, Chapter 10,

85]), where M € Mat.(R) and the element ap, € GL.(k) belongs to a family
that maps to D € Br(k) under the isomorphism and is the same as the one
used to define the modifying family up in . Under the Morita equivalence
of categories Mod(Mat.(R)) ~ Mod(R) recalled in Remark the Mat,(R)-

— —d,
module Mat,(R)% corresponds to R ", so we have

— St (a) 59h(a -
Repg 4, p(R) ~ € Hom 5 (B, B™ ) = Repy, 4 z(R).-
a€A

The B-module R ~ (Ee)‘% does not inherit a Galois action but instead a so-called
D-structure (see Example for the concrete, non-trivial example where £k = R
and D = H) given, for all 7 € Gal, by

dpr: (R — (R)%
(xl, 7xd;) — ((J,D’,,—T("El), ,aDJT(xdg/))
where, for all i € {1, ... ,d.}, we have z; € R and ap , € GL.(k), while 7 € Galy,

acts component by component. This in turn induces a genuine Galois action on
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Hom./\/lod(ﬁ) (R )7 given by M, — uD,nh(a)T(Ma)UB_lT t(a)’ where up is
the Gg q(k)-valued modifying family defined in (3.11). In particular, this Galy-
action on RepQ,d(E) coincides with the Galg-action ®“? of Proposition which
concludes the proof. O

di(a) Hh(a)
R

We also note that if D lies in the image of T, then there is a Gg, 4(k)-valued
I-cocycle 4 mapping to D under the connecting homomorphism by Remark [3.5] In

this case, a lift u = (ur € Gg,a(k))recal, of @ is a modifying family, which we can
use in place of the family up given by (3.11)), as [u] = [up] € H'(Galg, Gg.a(k)).

Remark 3.17. For an arbitrary field k¥ and a division algebra D € Br(k), one
can also construct a k-variety Repg 4 p (resp. Gg.a, p) representing the functor
Repg 4 p (resp. Autq . p) by Galois descent for Gal(k®/k), where k° denotes a
separable closure of k. More precisely, for d := ind (D)d’, we use Galois descent for
the modified Gal(k®/k)-action on Repg, 4 - := Speck® X Repg 4 (resp. G a,rs =
Speck® x Gg,q) given by the family up defined in . Then the above proof
can be adapted, once we note that we can still apply Remark as Br(k®) = 0.

We now turn to notions of semistability for D-representations of ). The slope-
type notions of 6-(semi)stability for k-representations naturally generalise to D-
representations (or, in fact, representations of @ in a category of modules), so we
do not repeat them here. As the definition of geometric stability is not quite so
obvious, we write it out explicitly.

Definition 3.18 (Geometric stability over division algebras). For a central division
algebra D of index e over k, a D-representation W of @ is called #-geometrically
stable if, for all field extensions L/k, the representation L ®; W is #-stable as a
Dy -representation, where Dy, € Br(L) is the unique central division algebra over L
such that L ® D ~ Mat.(Dy,).

We recall that a k-representation W is 6-geometrically stable if and only if the k-
representation k®y W is f-stable. An analogous statement holds for representations
over a division algebra D € Br(k), as we now prove.

Lemma 3.19. Let D be a division algebra over a perfect field k. Let d' be a dimen-
sion vector and set d :=ind (D)d’. Let W be a d’'-dimensional D-representation of
Q. By Remark’ the representation k @y W can be viewed as a d-dimensional

representation of Q over k. Then the following statements are equivalent:

(1) W is 6-geometrically stable as a d’-dimfnsional D-representation of Q.
(2) k@i W is 0-stable as a d-dimensional k-representation of Q.

Proof. By definition of geometric stability, it suffices to show that if k @, W is
stable as a k-representation, then W is geometrically stable. So let L/k be a field
extension. As in Proposition it suffices to treat separately the case where L/k
is algebraic and the case it is purely transcendental of transcendence degree one. If
L/k is algebraic, we can assume that L C k and we have that k ®p (L @, W) ~
(k @, W), which is stable, so L ®; W is stable, as in Part (1) of Proposition
If L ~ k(X), let us show that L ®; W is stable as a Dj-representation.
Since k(X) ®k(x) (k(X) ®x W) ~ k(X) ®, W, by the same argument as earlier it
suffices to show that k(X) ®; W is stable as a Dy (x)-representation. We have that
k(X)@p W ~ k(X) @z (k®r W). But since k ®;, W is stable as a k-representation
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by assumption and k is algebraically closed, k ® W is geometrically stable by
Corollary 2.12|, so k(X) ®3 (k ®x W) is stable and the proof is complete. O

We can now give a modular interpretation of our decomposition in Theorem

Theorem 3.20. Let k be a perfect field and D € Br(k) be a division algebra in
the image of the type map T : ./\/l9 (k) — H2(Galk;EX) > Br(k); thus we have
d =1ind (D)d’ and a modifying famzly up such that [c,,] = D € Br(k). Then

T (D) = up Rep I (k)9 [, Go.a(R) ™ = Rep)y (k) /G, (k),

where the latter is the set of isomorphism classes of 0-geometrically stable D-
representations of Q of dimension d'.

Proof. The first bijection follows from Theorem and the second one follows
from Proposition and Lemma |3.19 (I

Remark 3.21. For a non-perfect field k£ with separable closure £°, one should not
expect Theorem to hold in its current form, because the k®-points of MG s
do not necessarlly correspond to isomorphism classes of #-geometrically stable d—
dimensional k‘s -representations (whereas they do for k perfect, as the geometric
points of /\/l 9% are as expected). This problem is an artefact of Mg_js being
constructed as a GIT quotient.

Lemma 3.22. Let k be a separably closed field and W be a 0-stable k-representation
of Q; then

(1) W is a simple k-representation, and thus Aut(W) = G,,,

(2) W is 0-geometrically stable.

In particular, over a separably closed field, geometric stability and stability coincide.

Proof. As W is f-stable, it follows that every endomorphism of W is either zero
or an isomorphism; thus End(W) is a division algebra over k. As k is separably
closed, Br(k) = 0 and so End(W) = k and Aut(W) = G,,. However, for a sim-
ple representation, stability and geometric stability coincide (for example, one can
prove this by adapting the argument for sheaves in [I4, Lemma 1.5.10] to quiver
representations). O

Theorem [I.2] then follows immediately from Theorems [I.I] and [3:20] Finally, let us
explicitly explain this modular decomposition for the example of £ = R.

Example 3.23. Let £ = R and let [¢] = —1 € Br(R) ~ {1, -1} ~ {R,H}. Then
a modifying family corresponds to an element u € Gq 4(C) = ][],y GLa,(C)
such that, for all v € V, u,u, = —I,, implying that |detu,|? = (—1)%, which
can only happen if d, = 2d/, is even for all v € V. We then have a quaternionic
structure on each C% =~ H% given by r — u,% and a modified Galg-action on
Repg 4(C), given by (Mg)aca — uh(a)ﬁut_((ll). The fixed points of this involution

are those (My)qeca satisfying Un(a)yMa ut(a) = M,, i.e. those C-linear maps M,
Wiay — Wha) that commute with the quaternionic structures defined above,
and thus are H-linear. The subgroup of G 4(C) = [],cy GLq4, (C) consisting, for
each v € V, of automorphisms of the quaternionic structure of C% is the real Lie
group G q(C)(Galew) =TT, U*(d,), where U*(2n) = GL,(H). Hence, the fibre
T~1(—1) of the type map is in bijection with the set of isomorphism classes of
f-geometrically stable quaternionic representations of ) of dimension d’.
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4. GERBES AND TWISTED QUIVER REPRESENTATIONS

4.1. An interpretation of the type map via gerbes. In this section, we give
an alternative description of the type map using G,,-gerbes which works over any
field k. The following result collects the relevant results that we will need on gerbes
and torsors; for further details and the definition of a gerbe, see [23, Chapter 12].

Proposition 4.1. Let X be an Artin stack over k and let G,G’' and G" be affine
algebraic group schemes over k; then the following statements hold.

(1) |23l Corollary 12.1.5] There is a natural bijection
H} (X, G) ~ {isomorphisms classes of G-torsors over X}.
(2) |23l 12.2.8] For G commutative, there is a natural bijection
HZ (%, G) ~ {isomorphisms classes of G-gerbes over X}.

(3) |23l Lemma 12.3.9] A short exact sequence ] — G — G — G" — 1
with G' commutative and central in G induces an exact sequence

HL(%X,G)——=HL (X, Q) —=HL(X,G")—>=H2(X,G").

Moreover, the isomorphism class of a G"-torsor P — X, such that P is
representable by a k-scheme, has image under § given by the class of the

G'-gerbe Gi(P) of liftings of P to G (cf. Definition [{.3).

Definition 4.2. For a short exact sequence 1 — G’ — G — G” — 1 of affine
algebraic groups schemes over k with G’ abelian and a principal G”-bundle P over
an Artin stack X over k, the gerbe Gg(P) of liftings of P to G is the G'-gerbe
over X whose groupoid over S — X, for a k-scheme S, has objects given by pairs
(Q, f: Q — Pg) consisting of a principal G-bundle Q over S and an S-morphism
f:Q — Pg :=P xx S which is equivariant with respect to the homomorphism
G — G”. An isomorphism between two objects (Q, f) and (Q', f') over S is an
isomorphism ¢ : @ — Q' of G-bundles such that f = f/ o .

Let us now turn our attention to quiver representations and consider the stack of
d-dimensional representations of () over an arbitrary field k, which is the quotient
stack

Mq.a = [Repg 4 /Gq.dl-
Since Gg.a = Gg.4/A and the group A = G, acts trivially on Repg 4, the natural
morphism
I gﬁQ@ = [Reprd /GQ@] — X = [Rede /GQ@]
is a G,,-gerbe. If we restrict this gerbe to the #-geometrically stable locus, then the
base is a scheme rather than a stack, namely the moduli space of #-geometrically
stable representations of @

w0700 MG 5 = [Repgy §° /Ga.a] — Mg {° = [Repgy ° /Ga.dl

The Brauer group Br(k) can also be viewed as the set of isomorphism classes of G,;,-

~

gerbes over Spec k, by using Proposition and the isomorphism H 2(Galk,EX) =
HZ (Speck,G,,) given by Grothendieck’s Galois theory. By pulling back the G,,-
gerbe 7 along a point r : Speck — X, we obtain a G,-gerbe G, := r*Mg ¢ —
Spec k. This defines a morphism

(4.1) G : X(k) — HZ(Speck,G,,) = Br(k),
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whose restriction to the #-geometrically stable locus, we denote by
Go9% . Mg, §°(k) — HZ (Speck, Gy, ) = Br(k).
In Corollary we will show that G?~9° coincides with the type map
T : Mg #° (k) — H*(Galy,, A(k)) = Br(k)

constructed above. In order to compare the above morphism G?~9° with the type
map T, we recall from Remark [3.5| that the type map factors as 7 = § o T”; that is,

—gs T’ -~ R 8 7
T : Mg, 3°(k)——=H*(Galy, Gq.a(k)) ——=H?(Galy, A(k))
for the connecting homomorphism ¢ associated to the short exact sequence
1—>A—)GQ,d—>6Q7d—>l.

We will also refer to 7' as the type map.
Let us describe a similar factorisation of G. The morphism p : Repg 4 — X =

[Repg 4 /Gq.d) is a principal G ¢-bundle and determines a map

P Xk — Hélt(Speck,éQ)d)

(4.2) . N P,

where P, is the éQd—bundle P :=1r"Repg 4 — Speck. We denote the restriction
of P to the #-geometrically stable subset by

PO Mg, #°(k) — H},(Speck, Gg.q).
By a slight abuse of notation, we will use J to denote both the connecting maps
§: Hg (Speck,Gga) — HZ (Speck,G,,)

and o
0: Hét(x7 GQ,d) — Hgt(xa Gm)
in étale cohomology given by the exact sequence 1 — A — G g — Gga — 1.

Lemma 4.3. The Gy,-gerbe Ga,, ,(Repg 4) — X of liftings of the principal G-
bundle p : Repg 4 — X to Gq.a s equal to Mg a —> X. In particular, we have

5([Repg,al) = [Mq.al-

Proof. Let us write P := Repg 4 — X and G := Gg,, ,(P); then we will construct
isomorphisms

(673 Q = MQ,d . 5
of stacks over X. First, we recall that Mg ¢ = [P/Gg 4] is a quotient stack, and
so, for a k-scheme S, its S-valued points are pairs (Q, h : @ — P) consisting of a
principal Gg 4-bundle Q over S and a G g-equivariant morphism h.

Let S — X be a morphism from a scheme S; then we define the functor ag :
G(S) — Mg,q(S) as follows. For an object (Q,f : Q — Pg) € G(S5), we can
construct a morphism h : @ — P as the composition of f with the projection
Ps — P. As f is equivariant with respect to Gg g — Gg,q and A acts trivially
on P, it follows that h is Gg 4-equivariant. Thus as(Q, f) := (Q,h) € Mg .4(S).
Since the isomorphisms on both sides are given by isomorphisms of G 4-bundles
over S satisfying the appropriate commutativity properties, it is clear how to define
ag on isomorphisms. Conversely, to define 8g, we take an object (Q,h : Q —
P) € Mg.qa(S) given by a Gg g-bundle Q over S and a Gg g-equivariant map
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h. By the universal property of the fibre product Pg = P xx S, a morphism
h : @ — P is equivalent to a S-morphism f : Q — Pg, where here we use the
fact that P, S and Pg are all k-schemes, so that this S-morphism is unique. Since
A acts trivially P = Repg, 4, the Gg a-equivariance of h is equivalent to h being
equivariant with respect to the homomorphism Gg 4 — GQ,d, so it follows that
f is also equivariant for this homomorphism. Hence 5(Q,h) := (Q, f) € G(S).
From their constructions, it is clear that o and 3 are inverses.

The final statement follows from Proposition [£.1} O

Corollary 4.4. The following triangle commutes

g

[Repg.a /Gaq.dl(k) HZ (Speck,Gy,).
P 5
Hélt (Spec k, and).

Proof. Since G (resp. P) is defined by pointwise pulling back the G,,-gerbe 7 :
Mq.a — X (resp. the G g-bundle p : Repy , — X), this follows immediately
from Lemma [1.3] O

Consequently, it will suffice to compare the maps P?~9% and 7. Let us explicitly
describe the Cech cocycle representing [P, for r € X(k). We pick a finite separable
extension L/k such that (P,.);, — Spec L is a trivial G 4-bundle; that is, it admits
asection o € P.(L) C Repg 4(L), which corresponds to a L-representation W, of Q.
Over Spec(L ®j, L), the transition functions determine a cocycle ¢ € Gg (L ®y L)
such that pjo = ¢ pio in P,.(L®y L). Then ¢ is a Cech cocycle whose cohomology
class in HZ (Spec k, Gg.q4) represents the Gg g4-torsor P,..

For k perfect, let us recall the relationship between étale cohomology and Galois
cohomology given by Grothendieck’s generalised Galois theory (cf. [38, Tag 03QQ)).
For all finite Galois extensions L/k, the isomorphisms

h: Galp, xSpecL — SpecL Xgpeck Spec L
) = he(s) = (s,77(s))

induce isomorphisms v : H*(Galy, G(k)) = H{ (Speck,G) for i = 1 and any affine
group scheme G over k, and for ¢ = 2 and G//k a commutative group scheme.

Proposition 4;5. Let k be a perfect field; then the type map T’ : M%Tgs(k) —
HY(Galy, Gg a(k)) agrees with the map Po-9s M%jf:(k) — H} (Speck, Gg,q)
under the isomorphism H}, (Speck, Gg.q) = H'(Galg, Gg,a(k)).

€

Proof. Let r € M%Tgs(k); then the G g-bundle P, := r* Repg ; — Speck triv-
ialises over some finite separable extension L/k as above, and we can assume that
L/k is a finite Galois extension, by embedding L/k in a Galois extension if necessary.
Then there is a section o € P,.(L) C Repg 4(L) corresponding to a L-representation
W of Q, and the transition maps are encoded by a cocycle ¢ € Gg (L ®j L) such
that pjo = ¢ - p50. Under the isomorphism <, the cocycle ¢ is sent to a 1-cocycle
ur, : Galp/, — G(,q(L) such that, for 7, € Galy, /i, we have

Wy o =urs, € Gga(l),
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for the morphism h,, : Spec L — Spec L X} Spec L described above. Furthermore,
by pulling back the equality pjo = ¢ - p3o along h, , for each 7, € Galp;, we
obtain an equality
W = UL, rp, * TL(W)

for all 7, € Gal(L/k). Hence, the orbit Gg 4(L) - W is Galy, j-fixed.

By precomposing the 1-cocycle ur : Galg/, — Gg.qa(L) with the homomor-
phism Gal, — Galy, 1, and postcomposing with the inclusion G q(L) <= G qa(k),
we obtain a new 1-cocycle

u: Galy — Gg.a(k).
For 7 € Galg, we let 71, denote the image of 7 under Galy, — Galy, /. Then
U T(WRLk)=u, - (W) @Lk) = (up., -1.(W)) @ k=W ®p k.
Thus Gg,a(k) - (W @ k) € MZ;;S (k)Galk and this Galois fixed orbit corresponds
to the k-rational point r € nggs (k). Moreover, by construction of 77, we have

T'(r) = [u] (cf. Remark [3.5). O

Corollary 4.6. Under the isomorphism HZ (Speck,G,,) = H?(Gal, G, (k)), the
type map for a perfect field k

T : My #° (k) — H*(Galy, Gy, ()) 2 Br(k)
coincides with the map
GO M, #° (k) — H*(Speck, G,) = Br(k)
determined by the G,,-gerbe w0=9° 93?22_755 — MY 95
Proof. This follows from Proposition [£.5, Remark [3.5] and Corollary [£.4] O

Both points of view are helpful: the definition of the type map 7 using the GIT

construction of MQQ*C? % is useful due to its explicit nature, whereas the definition of

the map G using the G,,-gerbe 93?22_’5’3 — Mg{js is more conceptual.

4.2. Twisted quiver representations. In this section, we define a notion of
twisted quiver representations over an arbitrary field k (where the twisting is given
by an element in the Brauer group Br(k)) analogous to the notion of twisted sheaves
due to Caldararu, de Jong and Lieblich [4] 5] [19].

Let « : 3 — Speck be a G,,-gerbe. For an étale cover S = Spec L — Speck
given by a finite separable extension L/k, we let S? := S x;, S = Spec(L ®j, L)
and S% := S x;, S x; S and so on. We use the notation pi,ps : S2 — S and
pij + S — 52 to denote the natural projection maps. We will often use such an
étale cover to represent a by a Cech cocycle o € I'(S%,G,,) = (L @) L @ L)*
whose pullbacks to 5% satisfy the natural compatibility conditions.

Let us first give a definition of twisted quiver representations, which is based on
Caldararu’s definition of twisted sheaves. The definition based on Lieblich’s notion
of twisted sheaves is discussed in Remark [£.9l

Definition 4.7. Let o : 3 — Speck be a G,,-gerbe and take an étale cover
S = Spec L —» Spec k, such that « is represented by a Cech cocycle o € r(S3%,Gn).
Then an a-twisted k-representation of @ (with respect to this presentation of « as
a Cech cocycle) is a tuple (W, ¢) consisting of an L-representation W of @ and an
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isomorphism ¢ : piW — psW of L ®; L-representations satisfying the a-twisted
cocycle condition

P23 © P12 = Q- P13
as morphisms of L ®; L ®j L-representations, where ¢;; = pJ;. We define the
dimension vector of this twisted representation by

dim(W, ¢) := di;n(f((g;)

where by the index of «, we mean the index of a division algebra D representing
the same class in Br(k).

A morphism between two a-twisted k-representations (W, ) and (W', ') is
given by a morphism p : W — W’ of L-representations such that p5pop = pipoy’.

Example 4.8. If ) is a quiver with one vertex and no arrows, then an a-twisted
representation of Q) over k is an a-twisted sheaf over Spec k in the sense of Caldararu,
which we refer to as an a-twisted k-vector space.

We define Repi(Q, @) to be the category of a-twisted k-representations of @; one
can check that this category does not depend on the choice of étale cover on which
« trivialises, or on the choice of a representative of the cohomology class of « in
H?Z (Speck, G,,) analogously to the case for twisted sheaves cf. [4, Corollary 1.2.6
and Lemma 1.2.8]. Furthermore, if the class of « is trivial, then there is an equiva-
lence of categories Repy (Q, o) = Repr(Q). We have the expected functoriality for
a field extension K/k: there is a functor

— Ok K: R@pk(Q7 OZ) — R@pK(Q, o Q K)

(¢f. [, Corollary 1.2.10] for the analogous statement for twisted sheaves). One can
also define families of a-twisted representations over a k-scheme T, where « is the
pullback of a G,,-gerbe on Speck to T or, more generally, « is any G,,,-gerbe on T

Remark 4.9. Alternatively, for a G,,-gerbe o : 3 — Speck one can define a-
twisted k-representations of @) in an analogous manner to Lieblich [19] as a tuple
(Fusa + Fi(a) — Fn(a)) consisting of a-twisted locally free coherent sheaves F,
and homomorphisms ¢, of twisted sheaves, where an a-twisted sheaf F is a sheaf
of Oz-modules over 3 whose scalar multiplication homomorphism from this module
structure coincides with the action map G,,, x F — F coming from the fact that
3 is a G,,-gerbe.

Caldararu proves that twisted sheaves can be interpreted as modules over Azu-
maya algebras. More precisely, for a scheme X and Brauer class a € Br(X) that
is the class of an Azumaya algebra A over X, the category of a-twisted sheaves
Mod(X, a) over X is equivalent to the category Mod(A) of (right) A-modules by
[4, Theorem 1.3.7]. This equivalence is realised by showing that A is isomorphic
to the endomorphism algebra of an a-twisted sheaf € (¢f. [4, Theorem 1.3.5]) and
then

—® &Y Mod(X,a) — Mod(A)
gives the desired equivalence.

Let us describe this equivalence over X = Speck. Let D be a central division
algebra over k (or more generally a central simple algebra over k). Then D splits
over some finite Galois extension L/k; that is, there is an isomorphism

(4.3) j: D&y L — M,(L),
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where n = ind (D). The isomorphism j and the Galy,/,-action on L and M, (L)
determine a 1l-cocycle ap : Gal;, — PGL,(L) = Aut(M,(L)) such that D
corresponds to d,(ap) € Br(k), where 4, is the connecting homomorphism for the
short exact sequence 1 — G,,, — GL,, — PGL,, — 1 (for example, see [I0,
Theorem 2.4.3]). More precisely, D is the fixed locus for the twisted Galy,/,-action
on M, (L) defined by the 1-cocycle ap

(4.4) D = (q, M, (L)%,

Let o € HZ (Speck, G,;,) correspond to D € Br(k); then « can be represented by a
Cech cocycle on the étale cover given by L/k. By |4, Theorem 1.3.5], there is an a-
twisted k-vector space £ := (E, ¢) such that D is isomorphic to the endomorphism
algebra of this twisted vector space. Explicitly, we have F := L™ and ¢ : pj{E —
p5E is an isomorphism which induces the isomorphism

prEndp(E) — pi(D®r L) = D®, L@, L =p5(D®, L) — p5Endr(E),

where the first and last maps are pullbacks of the composition of the isomorphism
j:D®y L= M,(L) with the isomorphism M, (L) = End(F); the existence of such
an isomorphism ¢ is given by the Noether-Skolem Theorem and one can check that
€ :=(E, ) is an a-twisted sheaf, whose endomorphism algebra is

End(€) = (o, Endy (E))S2ern 2 (, M, (L))%*e/x = D,

ap

Then Caldararu’s equivalence is explicitly given by
(4.5) - @kEY 1 Mod(k, o) — Mod(D).

With our conventions on dimensions of twisted vector spaces, dim€& = 1 and the
image of this twisted vector space under this equivalence is the trivial module D.

For a division algebra D, we let Repp(Q) denote the category of representations
of a quiver @) in the category of D-modules.

Proposition 4.10. Let D be a central division algebra over a field k and o be
a Gy,-gerbe over k representing the same class in Br(k) as D. Then there is an
equivalence of categories

F': Repi(Q, o) = Repp(Q).

Proof. Unravelling Definition we see that the category Repy(Q, «) is equivalent
to the category of representations of @ in the category Mod(k, «) of a-twisted k-
vector spaces, which we denote by Q — Mod(k, «). By [4, Theorem 1.3.7], there is
an equivalence
Mod(k, o) = Mod(D)
as described in (4.5)) above. Hence, we deduce equivalences
Repr(Q, ) = Q — Mod(k,a) = Q — Mod(D)
and by definition Repp(Q) := Q — Mod(D). O

There is a natural notion of #-(semi)stability for twisted representations of @Q,
which involves checking the usual slope condition for twisted subrepresentations,
where the dimension of a twisted quiver representation is given in Definition [4.7]
By using the functoriality of twisted quiver representations for field extensions, we
can also define #-geometric stability.
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Lemma 4.11. Under the equivalence F' of Proposition if W= (W, ) is an
a-twisted representation of Q@ over k, then

dimp (F(W)) = dim(W).

Moreover, 0-(semi)stability (resp. 6-geometric stability) of a twisted representation
W is equivalent to 0-(semi)stability (resp. 0-geometric stability) of the corresponding
D-representation F(W) of Q.

Proof. The first claim follows by construction of the equivalence of F' using the
a-twisted k-vector space £ = (L™, p) as in : as we already observed, D is
the image of £ under and dim(&) = 1 = dimp(D). Then the claim about
0-(semi)stability follows from this first claim. For the preservation of geometric
stability, we note that for any field extension K /k we have a commutative diagram

Rep(k, a) e Mod(D)
QK —QrK

Rep(K,a @ K) 5~ Mod(D @, K)

and also FJ, preserves 6-(semi)stability, by a similar argument. (]

We can now reinterpret the rational points of the moduli space ./\/122_5 ® as twisted

quiver representations.

Theorem 4.12. Let k be a perfect field; then M%tjs(k) is the disjoint union over
[a] € Im (T : M%Tgs(k) — Br(k)) of the set of isomorphism classes of a-twisted
0-geometrically stable d’-dimensional k-representations of Q, where d = ind (a)d’.

Proof. This follows from Theorem Proposition and Lemma O

4.3. Moduli of twisted quiver representations. For a G,,-gerbe « over a field
k, we let *Mq 4 1 denote the stack of a-twisted d’-dimensional k-representations
of . Following Proposition and Lemma (or strictly speaking a version
of this equivalence in families), this stack is isomorphic to the stack Mg 4 p of
d’-dimensional D-representations of ), where D is a central division algebra over
k corresponding the cohomology class of a.

Proposition 4.13. Let k be a field, D be a central division algebra over k and
a: 3 — Speck be a G,,-gerbe, whose cohomology class is equal to D. Then we
have isomorphisms

M.k = MQ.a.0 = [Repg 4. p /GQ.a.0]
where the k-varieties Repg ¢ p and Gq.a,p are constructed in Proposition [3.16
Proof. We have already explained the first isomorphism. For the second, we use
the fact that there is a tautological family of d’-dimensional D-representations of

Q over Repg 4 p which is obtained by Galois descent for the tautological family
over Repg 4, where k° denotes a separable closure of k and d := ind (D)d’. O

As describei in the type map T : M%jfs(k) — Br(k) extends to a map
G : [Repg.q/Gq.al(k) — Br(k) defined in (4.1). If a division algebra D lies
in the image of G, then it also lies in the image of P : [Repg 4/Gq.dl(k) —
H} (Speck, Gg,q). Then we can use the corresponding Gg 4(k*)-valued 1-cocycle
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on Galg to modify the Galg-action on Repg 4« in order to obtain the k-varieties
Repg o p and Gq 4, p with d = ind (D)d’ analogously to Proposition where
here k® denotes a separable closure of k.

We recall that a k-form of a k%-scheme X is a k-scheme Y such that X =2 Y x k°.
For a central division algebra D over k and dimension vectors d,d’ such that d =
ind (D)d’, the k-variety Repg 4 p (resp. Gg,a,p) is a k-form of the affine scheme
Rep x k* = Repg g4 = (resp. the reductive group G xj k* = Gg qk<), as already
seen in the proof of Proposition (see also Remark . In particular, Gg a/,p
is reductive, as its base change to k° is reductive.

The following result and Theorem can be viewed as quiver versions of anal-
ogous statements for twisted sheaves due to Lieblich (¢f. [19, Proposition 3.1.2.2]).

Proposition 4.14. For a field k with separable closure k*, the moduli stack Mg 4 x>
has different k-forms given by the moduli stacks “Mq 4/ 1 for all a in the image of
the map

G : [Repq 4 /Gq.al(k) — Br(k),
where d = ind (a)d’.

Proof. By Proposition we have “Mq o x ¥1 k* = [Repg ¢ p /G@.a.p] ¥k k°,
which is isomorphic to

[RepQ,d’,D kas/Gde/’D Xk ks] = [RepQ7d7k3 /GQ,d,ks] = E)JTQﬂd,ks
by Proposition and Remark O

For a central division algebra D over k and dimension vectors d,d’ such that
d = ind (D)d’, we note that the reductive k-group Gg 4 ,p acts on the k-variety
Repg o p- We can consider the GIT quotient for this action with respect to the
character xp : Gg,or,p — Gy, obtained by Galois descent from the character
xo: Goar — Gm@' Since Repg 4 p Xk =2 Repg, ;7 and base change by field
extensions preserves the GIT (semi)stable sets, we have

(s)s
dx "’

Xo—(s)s

Repgy' o p X ik = Repx"fgs)S

Q,d.k
where the last equality uses the Hilbert—Mumford criterion and we recall that over
the algebraically closed field k the notions of §-geometrically stability and §-stability
coincide. By Lemma, and Lemma and the fact that the GIT (semi)stable
sets commute with base change by field extensions, we deduce that

= RepQ

RepQ" d,bf) = Rep%_’j,f p and Rep’é‘f;fD = Rep%_’é’,f D

Then we have a GIT quotient
Repéﬁ;f; — MQ d’SD = RepQ’d/}D //X6 GQ,d’,D
that restricts to a geometric quotient
RepQ d',D — MQ d', D= RepQ d'.D /GQ d',D
We can now prove Theorem [I.3]

Proof of Theorem T he first statement is shown analogously to the fact that
the moduli stack 9.7“( [Repe 7% /G, a] of 6-geometrically stable d-dimensional
k-representations of D is a Gy,- gerbe over the moduli space

MG 8 = [Repy, §° /Go.dl-
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One proves that M%jé’,‘fD co-represents the moduli functor of #-geometrically
stable d’-dimensional D-representations of @ by modifying the argument in Theo-
rem More precisely, we obtain a tautological family on Repg, p 4 from Galois
descent, using the tautological family on Repg 4 1s- Then by Proposition .10] and

Lemma, we see that ./\/lg2 4D also co—represents the second moduli functor.
The final statement follows as in Proposition [4 O

In Theorem we emphasise that the term coarse moduli space is used in the
sense of stacks. In particular, we note that the k-rational points of Mle(f,s p are not
in bijection with the set of isomorphism classes of d’-dimensional G-geofnetrically
stable D-representations of @ in general (as we have already observed for the trivial
division algebra D = k).

There are some natural parallels between the results in this section and the
work of Le Bruyn [I8], who describes the A-valued points of the moduli stack
X = [Repg 4 /Gq.a) over k = SpecC, for a commutative C-algebra A, in terms
of algebra morphisms from the quiver algebra CQ to an Azumaya algebra A over
A. He also relates these A-valued points to twisted quiver representations. In this
case, for A = C, there are no twisted representations as Br(C) = 1, whereas for
non-algebraically closed field k, we see twisted representations as k-rational points
of X. By combining the ideas of [I8] with the techniques for non-algebraically
closed fields k used in the present paper, it should be possible to also describe the
A-valued points of the moduli stack X = [Repg, 4/Gq.q] over an arbitrary field k
for any commutative k-algebra A.

4.4. Universal twisted families. Let us now use twisted representations to de-
scribe the failure of /\/le 9% to admit a universal family of quiver representations and
to give a universal tw1sted representation over this moduli space. In this section, k
is an arbitrary field.

Definition 4.15. We define a class a(/\/le i) e HE (/\/l?2 77, Gy,) to be the class of

the G,,-gerbe w/=9° fmg g ./\/lg 9 We refer to a(MQ,d ) as the obstruction

to the existence of a universal famlly on Ma .

Remark 4.16. Let 6(./\/19 i) e H;t(M%TjS,GQ,d) be the class of the principal

G g-bundle p?=9% : Rep?~ gs —>M0 9% By Lemmaﬁ, we have
a(Mg i) = 8(B(Mg 1)

for the connecting homomorphism ¢ : H}, (Mg_’js, Gg.a) — H? (MZ? 95 Gm)-

Lemma 4.17. The class o := a(./\/le i) is a Brauer class.

Proof. We will show that oo € H, (./\/leQ 77, G,y,) is a Brauer class, by proving that
it is the image of an Azumaya algebra of index N := . d, on ./\/10 7. The
representation Gg 4 — GLy, given by including each copy of GLg, dlagonally

into GLy, descends to a homomorphism GQ’d — PGLy. This gives the following
factorisation of §

0—gs o~ 0—gs 0—gs
0: Hét(MQ,dg vGQ,d) - Hélt(MQ,é] ,PGLy) — H’2 (MQ&Q ;Gm),

which proves this claim by Remark [£.16] O
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The following result explains the name of the class oz(./\/lzg_é7 *) given above. This
result is a quiver analogue of the corresponding statement for twisted sheaves due
to Céldararu [4, Proposition 3.3.2].

Proposition 4.18. Let o := a(MG gs) denote the obstruction class to the ex-
istence of a universal family. Then there is a ‘wuniversal’ a-twisted family W of

0-geometrically stable k-representations of Q over Mg J%; that is, there is an étale

cover {f; 1 U; — M'9 gs} such that over U; there are local universal families W; of
k-representations of Q and there are isomorphisms @i; : Wilu,, — Wjlu,, which
satisfy the a-twisted cocycle condition:

Pjl © Pij = Qijl - Pil-
In particular, M%Tj’s admits a universal family of quiver representations if and only
if the obstruction class o € Br(MZ;ng) is trivial.

Proof. Let us take an étale cover {f; : U; — M9 4"} on which the principal
G q-bundle P := Rep‘9 95— ./\/10 9% is tr1V1ahsable. if P, := f}P, then we have

isomorphisms v; : P; =& U; X GQ,d. Let F; — P; denote the pullback of the
tautological family F — P := Repg_js of 6- geometrically stable d-dimensional
k-representations to P;. The family F; = (Fi v, @i,a : Fit(a) — Fi,h(a)) cOnsists of
rank d, trivial bundles F; , over P; with a Gg 4- hnearlsatlon such that A G
acts on the fibres with weight 1. We can modify this family by observing that there
is a line bundle £; — P; given by the A-bundle U; x Gg g — U; x é@d = P,
which has a G 4-linearisation, where again A acts by weight 1. Then the A-weight
on F! :=F; ® L) is zero, and thus the sheaves F/ , admit G ¢-linearisations.

We can now use descent theory for sheaves over the morphism P; — U; to prove
that the family F/ of representations of @ over P; descends to a family W, over
U;. More precisely, by [14, Theorem 4.2.14], the G 4-linearisation on Fi, gives an
isomorphism prj ]-" = p1r2]-"l’v7 for the projections pr; : P; xy, Pi — P;, and this
satisfies the Cocycle condition; hence, F;, descends to a sheaf W; , over U;. The
homomorphisms ¢; , descend to U; similarly. Since the families W; over U; descend
from the tautological family locally, they are local universal families (for example,
locally adapt the corresponding argument for moduli of sheaves in [I4], Proposition
4.6.2)).

We can refine our étale cover, so that Pic(U;;) = 0. Then, as the local universal

families WW; and W; are equivalent over Uj;, there is an isomorphism
i Wilvy, — Wilu,;-

On the triple intersections Usjx, we let 7, := ap;kl ° @ik © pi; € Aut(Wilu,;, ). As
W; are families of §-geometrically stable representations, which in particular are
simple, it follows that ;i € I'(Uijk, Gp). Hence W := (W, ¢;;) is a y-twisted
family of 6-geometrically stable k-representations of () over /\/le .

It remains to check that the classes v and « in H, (./\/lz2 55, Gyn) coincide. We
note that a := 6(8) for the class 8 := [P] € Hgt(./\/l%’dgs, G(,q).- We can describe the
cocycle representing /3 by using our given étale cover {f; : U; — ./\/le 22} on which

P is trivialisable. More precisely, 3 is represented by the cocycle glven by transition
functions f;; € I'(U;j, Gg,q) for P such that s; = f;;s;, where s; : U, — P; are
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the sections giving the isomorphism ;. If we take lifts Bij € I'(Usj,Gq,a) of Bij,
then these determine «;ji € I'(Ujjk, G) by the relation Oéz‘jsz‘k = Bjk@j over
Uijr. By pulling back the isomorphisms ¢;; along the Gg g-invariant morphisms
Pi; — Uij, we obtain isomorphisms L;|y,, = Lj|u,, as Gq,a-bundles over Uy,
which is given by a section n;; € I'(U;;, Gg,q). By construction v = d([#;;]), where
i; € T(Uij, Gg.a) is the image of n;;. Since 7;; are also lifts of the cocycle f3;;, it
follows that v = a. O

We can consider W as a universal a-twisted family over /\/lg—,j ® of k-representa-
tions of Q. In particular, if the obstruction class oz(/\/laQTgs) is trivial, then Mg;f ¢
is a fine moduli space, as it admits a universal family. We note that if r : Speck —
M%jfs, then the image of a(/\/lgjjs) under the map

r: Hgt(MfojS,Gm) — H*(Speck,G,,)
is the class G(r) described in §4.1| and the index of the central division algebra
corresponding to G(r) € Br(k) divides the dimension vector d by Proposition

If the dimension vector d is primitive, then the moduli space M%jé’s is fine by
[15, Proposition 5.3]. The Brauer group of moduli spaces of quiver representations
was studied by Reineke and Schroer [26]; for several quiver moduli spaces, they
describe the Brauer group and prove the non-existence of a universal family in the
case of non-primitive dimension vectors c¢f. [26, Theorem 3.4]. Proposition m
offers some compensation for this seemingly negative result: instead, one has a
twisted universal family.

5. FIELDS OF MODULI AND FIELDS OF DEFINITION

The goal of this section is to prove Theorem [T.4] First, let us recall a few facts
about the notions of field of definition and field of moduli, in the context of quiver
representations. Let € be a field and let Q be an algebraic closure of Q. One says
that a Q-representation W is defined over a subfield L C 2 (or that L is a field of
definition of W), if there exists an L-representation W’ such that Q @, W' ~ W
as Q-representations. And one says that W is definable over L if there exists an
L-representation W' such that Q ®; W' ~ Q®q W as Q-representations. The field
of moduli of an -representation W is the intersection of all fields L C 2 over which
W is definable. In particular, the field of moduli of the Q-representation W is equal
to the field of moduli of the Q-representation Q ®q W.

For the purpose of proving Theorem [I.4] it is sufficient to work in a relative and
slightly simplified setting: we fix a base field k, an algebraic closure k, and consider
only the case Q1 = k. Given a k-representation W, we let Defy (W) be the set of all
intermediate fields & C L C k over which W is definable. The field of moduli of W

is then equal to
kW = m L.

LeDef) (W)
By definition, k C kyw C k; thus if k is perfect, so is ky,. Consider the group
H, (W) = {7 € Aut(k/k) | W™ ~ W}

where W7 is the representation of @ defined from W and 7 as in Section [3.1} The

following result explains why the field of moduli is sometimes defined, in other
contexts as well, as EHk(W).



36 VICTORIA HOSKINS AND FLORENT SCHAFFHAUSER

Theorem 5.1. Let W be a 0-stable k-representation of Q. The field k;Hk(W) s a
purely inseparable extension of ky . In particular, if k is perfect, then
b = EHk(W).

To prove Theorem it suffices to show that 7 € Aut(k/k) satisfies W™ ~ W
if and only if 7|, = Idg,, . First, we give a useful characterisation of kyy .

Lemma 5.2. Let W be a 0-stable d-dimensional k-representation; then ky, is the
minimal field of definition Ly of the corresponding Gg a(k)-orbit Ow C Repe gé(k‘).

Proof. Note that Oy is a closed subvariety of Rep%_’é’ *(k), as W is GIT-stable; thus
Ow has a minimal field of definition Ly, by [39, Proposition 3.11]. Let Of;, be an
Ly -variety with Oy, X, k = Oy ; then Ly is contained in the intersection of all
residue fields of closed points of Of;, (as via the projection Oy — Oy, the residue
field of any closed point in Oy, is a finite extension of Ly and a subfield of k). In
fact, Ly is the intersection of all these residue fields, as Ow is a GQ,d(E)—orbit and
Gg,q(k) is defined over k. A closed point 2’ € O}, lifts to € Ow, corresponding
to a k-representation isomorphic to W, thus W is definable over x(z’) and

kw = ﬂ L C ﬂ k(p) = Lw.
LeDef;, (W) pEOL,

Conversely, if L € Def (W), then there exists an L-representation W’ such that
W ~ k®r W', so there is a point p € Oy, such that x(p) ~ L. Therefore Ly C L.
Since this is true for all L € Defy (W), we have indeed Ly C k. O
Lemma 5.3. With the same assumptions as in Lemma let T € Aut(k/k).
Then W™ ~ W if and only if 7|1, = 1dL,,, i.e. H(W) =~ Aut(k/Lw).

Proof. If W™ ~ W (i.e. 7 € Hi,(W) C Aut(k/k)), then Oy = Op~ = 7(Ow) in
Rep0 gs(k) By descent theory with respect to the Galois extension k/k He(W) , we

then have that Oy is defined over B ). SoLw Ck Hi (W ). In particular, for all

T € Hip(W), one has 7|r,, = Idg,, . Conversely, let us assume that 7 € Aut(k/k)

satisfies 7|1, = Id,,. Since Ow is defined over Ly, this implies that 7(Ow) =

Ow, which in turn implies that W7 ~ W. O
We can now prove Theorems [5.1] and Theorem [T.4]

Proof of Theorem [5.1, By Lemma kw = Lw. And by Lemma Hi (W) ~

Aut(k/Lw). So E ) A )

Proof of Theorem Recall that here k is assumed to be perfect and for the
moduli functor F * from , we have, by Theorem a bijective map

F9 d (K )HMH 4° (k) = Repg, §° (k) /Gg.a(k).

is a purely inseparable extension of Ly,. O

If W is a #-stable d-dimensional k-representation of W, we denote by Oy the
associated k-point of the k-variety MHQ*C? ®, via the map 7. We have seen in Section

that Galy, acts on /\/le 93( ) and that 7, is Galg-equivariant. Therefore, as Oy,
represents the 1somorph1sm class of the k-representation W, we have that

Hk(W) ~ {7’ € Galg ‘ T(Ow) = Ow} = Stabgalk (Ow),
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which implies that F) k(Ow ), the residue field of the point Oy of ./\/le 2
Theorem then shows that x(Ow) ~ kw. The rest of Theorem [1.4] then follows
immediately by base changing to the field ky and applying Theorem to this
perfect field: the central division algebra Dy, over ky is the image of Oy under
the type map 7 and Oy € T ~}(Dy) is an isomorphism class of a #-geometrically
stable Dyy-representation of Q. (Il

Since the type map can also be described via the G,,-gerbe zma a0 ./\/le 73
by Corollary [£.6] we immediately deduce the following cohomologlcal obstructlon
to representations being defined over their field of moduli.

Corollary 5.4. Keeping the assumptions and mnotation of Theorem the k-
representation W is definable over its field of moduli kyw = k(Ow) if the class of
the G,,,-gerbe pwmt9 95 (given by the pullback of the gerbe 93”(0 97— /\/l(9 9% along

the point py : Spec H(Ow) ./\/19 i) is trivial in H?Z (Spec k‘W,Gm).

We saw in Example how to exhibit #-stable k-representations of ) that are
not definable over their field of moduli but only over a central division algebra over
that field.
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