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THE IPA AND THE SOUNDS OF LANGUAGE
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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2020)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

©@®® 2020 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental |Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive p b t d tdcji kg qeg 7
Nasal m 17 n N N I N
Trill B r R
Tap or Flap \Va r t
e |G B f v 063/sz | 3 87 ¢j/xyxy he hA
Fcaive t B
Approximant U I 1 ] u]
L—}?]g?'ﬂimam 1 l K L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.
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THE INTERNATIONAL/PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised t0,2020)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

®@®® 2020 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental | Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal | Velar | Uvular || Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosve | P b L t/d—-+t dcsj kg qa ?
w | ml m| %n /et al ] »
Trill B L{(ﬁa\ f____l__f\ v R |
Tap or Flap v z p —\ﬁd \ /
Fricaive | P B | v ﬁﬁ_s%ziﬁ\ij" 2 S z’\ cl xy % Iff h ¥ haA
htenl bk L /
Approximant U (1 #ﬁ q ] U /
Loteral, o 1 \ K| L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are vuiceles_s_.r

. denote articulations,

judged impossible.
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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2020)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

®@®® 2020 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental | Alveolar Postalveolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive p b t d tdcji kg qea 7
Nasal m 1) n n n g N
Trill B r R
Tap or Fla \4 r l
Fricaive | P B f v 0 d|sz | 3/sz/¢cjixy x|/ h T hai
ficetve t B
Approxima 19 I 1 J wJ
Spproxima ] | A L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.
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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2020)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

©@®® 2020 [PA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental | Alveolar|Postalveolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive pb t d tdcj kglqea 7
Nasal m 17) n I, n I N
Trill B r R
Tap or Flap \YA r T
Fricative (I) B f v 0 0 s z I 3 8 74 ¢ J XY | XE h q h ﬁ
Lateral
fricative i/ 13
Approximant 1D I ‘{_ j Lq
Lateral
approximant l l 1{ L
Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areac dennte artirnlatinne indeed imnnccihle
CONSONANTS (NON-PULMONIC) bilabial [ labio- | dental | alveolar |palato- [ palatal | velar | glottal
Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives dental 31\’90]3["

() Bilabial [ Bilabial Examples: plosive p b L d k g
| Dental d Dentavatveotar p’ Bilabial fricative f v]10 0]s z | 3 h
| . ? falv . :
| (Postialveolar Jf Palatal t’ Dentalalveolar affricate ( ds
:I: Palatoalveolar d Velar k’ velar

, nasal m n N
|| Atveolar tateral | G Urutar S’ Alveolar fricative
approximant W (central) 1 ]
OTHER SYMBOLS (lateral) 1

M\ Voiceless labial-velar fricative
‘W Voiced labial-velar approximant

q Voiced labial-palatal approximant ﬁ

H Voiceless epiglottal fricative

(G £ Alveolo-palatal fricatives
.I Voiced alveolar lateral flap

Simultaneous J‘ and 3}
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What are sound categories good for?

pre- pOSt- : UTNC
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What are sound categories good for?
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Differing transcription practices? Use the IPA!

The sounds of English (RP); IPA transcription; pertinent letters in bold

print
IPA symbol example IPA symbol example example phonetic

a. [p] pie b. [i] beat sy | symbol
[t] tidy [1] bit a. [p] pie b. [i]
(k] kite | > [e] bed [t] [1]
[b] buy [] bad [K] le]
[d] die [3:] bird [3] Eeg
l9] guest [0] along { } a?on T
[m] mighty [A] cut [15_’“] ‘ - &
[n] night Lu:] boot [n] night o] book
[n] king [u] book .
[f] fight [o:] bought (] King [o] boat

N - 5 [f] fight [5] bought

v e [o] what [v] what, father
[6] think [a:] bath 0]
[0] they 0] buy
[s] see c. [er] day [s] boy
|z] Zero > [a1] buy 2] how
[J] shine [o1] boy 5]
3] vision [ou] boat [7]
[h] hide [au] how [h]
[w] white [19] here [w] white
[1] light [ea] hair [ light
|1] ride [ua] tour ride
il young young
[t] church church
[d3] George [7] George

Freie Universitﬁt

from Plaget al. 2009: 5, 6



VOWEL SYSTEMS
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English and other languages
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English and other languages

Front Nearfront Central Nearback Back

Close |

Near close

Close mid
Mid
Open mid

Near open

Open

the monophthongs of Spanish; Marc,

http://www.learnlanguagesonyourown.com/how-to-learn-Spanish- '|c<r|1e'morg(thFE?ggfggztandard German; Dudenredaktion,
on-your-own.htmil; einer & Kno :
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English and other languages
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CONSONANTS
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phonetics and grammar

violet
[VAISIIt]

\

[-volce]

lilly
[1117]
\

[+Volce]

rose
[re0Z]

\

[+sibilant]

violets
[vAISIItS]

lillies

[l1liz]

roses
[re0z1Z]

apple apples
[ept] [eptz]
\
[+Volce]

sibilants: [s], (2], [], (3], ..
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Boeing720/
Guttural-Ruse;
CC-BY-SA-4.0
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phonetics and pronunciation

Kuchen Nasal Cavity -,
[kUIXF]] [X] Alveolar Ridge., ), _
\ R Hard Palate
volceless velar 'FHCQ’H\/@ ~Velum
~Uwula

gucken

\ Teeth <

voiceless velar plosive

Oral Cavity

~Epiglottis
. FPharynx
Kuren Tongue
[kUIBan] [B] Larynx
voiced nwular fricative Trachea ~ Vocal Folds
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Critical period? Be flexible!

“[Alny human, child or adult, can learn to pronounce all of these [speech] sounds, even the ones that do not usually
occur in their native languages.” (Bieswanger & Becker 2010: 40)

Freie Universitat G(\ S8 & Berliw



PHONETICS FOR SINGERS, TEACHERS,
LANGUAGE LEARNERS, ...




Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

daglar gibi dagalari ben_asarim,_asarim daglar gibi dagalari ben Pasarim, 7asarim

[7]

the
9 lottal
Stop

T
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Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark, “Daglar gibi dalgalari“, from the album 70 Jahre, 2017



Daglar gibi dalgalari

Wir Kinder Vom Kleistpark

Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark - 10 Jahre, track 12/19

Pop

52.583744

��� - 
12

XXX - 
12




Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

[p]1 [p"]
= [t] [t"]
[k] [k"]

linverno e passato, I' Aprile non c'e piu,
e ritornato il Maggio al canto del cucu.

Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark, “L'inverno é passato”, from the aloum 70 Jahre, 2017



L'inverno

Wir Kinder Vom Kleistpark

Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark - 10 Jahre, track 6/19

Pop

32.39211

��� - 
6

XXX - 
6




Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

ey,
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The Merlons of Nehemiah, “Along time ago”, from the album E/luoami, 1994



A Long Time Ago [Original]

The Merlons

Eluoami, track 2

2009

Indie / Alternative

34.952003




Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

[X] «——— velar fricative
[u:] «—— rounded high back vowel
[W] «—— labio-velar approximant

\/

co-articulation

The Merlons of Nehemiah, “Along time ago”, from the album Eluoami, 1994




Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

[ weri lon taim]
a very long time

spelling-induced confusion

German:
<w> = [v]

English:
<v>=[v]
<w> = [w]

©

[X] «——— velar fricative
[u:] «—— rounded high back vowel
[W] «—— labio-velar approximant

\/

co-articulation

The Merlons of Nehemiah, “Along time ago”, from the album E/luoami, 1994
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