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What are sound categories good for?

Lit

pre-
vocalic 
position

post-
vocalic 
position

troll
[trəʊl]

lord
[lɔːd]

[r]

laugh
[laːf]

fall
[faːɫ]

[l], [ɫ]

liquids
スリル
su-ri-ru
‘thrill‘



What are sound categories good for?

present past sg. past pl. past prt.

climban clamb clumbon ge-clumben [mb]
findan fand fundon ge-funden [nd]
singan sang sungon ge-sungen [ng]

helpan healp hulpon ge-holpen [lp]
werpan wearp wurpon ge-worpen [rp]

wrītan wrāt writon ge-writen

nasals

liquids

sonorants
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Differing transcription practices? Use the IPA!

from Plag et al. 2009: 5, 6



VOWEL SYSTEMS
using phonetic knowledge



English and other languages

Bieswanger & Becker 2010: 56-57; adapted from Meyer 2005:96-97



English and other languages

the monophthongs of Spanish; Marc, 
http://www.learnlanguagesonyourown.com/how-to-learn-Spanish-
on-your-own.html;

the monophthongs of standard German; Dudenredaktion, 
Kleiner & Knöbl 2015:34

http://www.learnlanguagesonyourown.com/how-to-learn-Spanish-on-your-own.html


English and other languages

Bieswanger & Becker 2010: 56-57; adapted from Meyer 2005:96-97 the monophthongs of standard German; Dudenredaktion, 
Kleiner & Knöbl 2015:34



CONSONANTS
using phonetic knowledge



phonetics and grammar

violet violets
[vʌɪəlɪt] [vʌɪəlɪts]

lilly lillies
[lɪli] [lɪliz]

rose roses
[rəʊz] [rəʊzɪz]

[-voice]

[+voice]

[+sibilant]

apple apples
[æpɫ] [æpɫz]

[+voice]

sibilants: [s], [z], [ʃ], [ʒ], …



phonetics and pronunciation

Kuchen
[ku:xŋ] [x]

gucken
[kʊkŋ] [k]

Kuren
[ku:ʁən] [ʁ]

k, 
x

voiceless velar plosive

voiced uvular fricative

Boeing720 / 
Guttural-R use; 

CC-BY-SA-4.0

voiceless velar fricative

ʁ



Critical period? Be flexible!
“[A]ny human, child or adult, can learn to pronounce all of these [speech] sounds, even the ones that do not usually 
occur in their native languages.” (Bieswanger & Becker 2010: 40)

Bieswanger & Becker 2010



PHONETICS FOR SINGERS, TEACHERS, 
LANGUAGE LEARNERS, …

What’s it good for?



dağlar gibi dagaları ben ʔaşarım, ʔaşarımdağlar gibi dagaları ben ͜ aşarım, ͜ aşarım

Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

[ʔ]

Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark, “Dağlar gibi dalgaları “, from the album 10 Jahre, 2017

the 
glottal 
stop

dağlar gibi dagaları ben ͜ aşarım, ͜ aşarım dağlar gibi dagaları ben ʔaşarım, ʔaşarım


Daglar gibi dalgalari

Wir Kinder Vom Kleistpark

Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark - 10 Jahre, track 12/19

Pop

52.583744

��� - 
12

XXX - 
12





Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

[p] [ph]
[t] [th]
[k] [kh]

Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark, “L‘inverno è passato”, from the album 10 Jahre, 2017

l’inverno è passato, l' Aprile non c'è più, 
è ritornato il Maggio al canto del cucù.


L'inverno

Wir Kinder Vom Kleistpark

Wir Kinder vom Kleistpark - 10 Jahre, track 6/19

Pop

32.39211

��� - 
6

XXX - 
6





Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

The Merlons of Nehemiah, “A long time ago”, from the album Eluoami, 1994


A Long Time Ago [Original]

The Merlons

Eluoami, track 2

2009

Indie / Alternative

34.952003





Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

The Merlons of Nehemiah, “A long time ago”, from the album Eluoami, 1994

[w] labio-velar approximant
[u:] rounded high back vowel
[x] velar fricative

co-articulation



Phonetics for singers (and teachers)

[ə wɛri lɒŋ taɪm]
a very long time

The Merlons of Nehemiah, “A long time ago”, from the album Eluoami, 1994

spelling-induced confusion

German:
<w> = [v]

English:
<v> = [v]

<w> = [w]


[w] labio-velar approximant
[u:] rounded high back vowel
[x] velar fricative

co-articulation
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