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Reading List 
 

The titles with a “*” are good to start from 
 

1. General Introductions 
*Brinton, Laurel J. 2000. The Structure of Modern English: A Linguistic Introduction. 

Amsterdam: Benjamins. 
 
Burling, Robbins 1992. Patterns of Language. San Diego: Academic Press. 
 
Kortmann, Bernd 1999. Linguistik: Essentials. Berlin: Cornelsen. 
 
*Meyer, Georg Paul 2002. Synchronic English Linguistics: An Introduction. Tübingen: Narr. 
 
O’Grady, W.D. 1997. Contemporary Linguistics, 3rd ed. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 
 
 

2. Morphology 
Bauer, Laurie 1983. English Word-Formation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Bauer, Laurie 1988. Introducing Linguistic Morphology. Edingburgh: Edingburgh University 

Press. 
 
*Haspelmath, Martin 2002. Understanding Morphology. London: Arnold. 
 
Katamba, Francis 1983. Morphology. London: Macmillan. 
 
Plag, Ingo 2003. Word formation in English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Spencer, Andrew & Zwicky, Arnold M. (eds.) 1998. The Handbook of Morphology. Oxford: 

Blackwell. 
 
 

3. Syntax 
*Burton-Roberts, Noel 1997. Analysing sentences: an introduction of English sentences. 

Oxford: Pergamon. 
 
Givón, Talmy 1993. English Syntax: A function-based introduction. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 
 
König, Ekkehard 1994. English. In: König, Ekkehard & van der Auwera, Johan (eds.) The 

Germanic Languages. London: Routledge, 532-565. 
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Tallerman, Maggie 1998. Understanding Syntax. London: Arnold. 
 
VanValin, Robert D. 2001. An Introduction to Syntax. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
 
VanValin, Robert D. & LaPolla, Randy J. 1997. Syntax: structure, meaning and function. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
 

4. Semantics 
Cruse, D.A. 1986. Lexical Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
*Cruse, D.A. 2004. Meaning in Language: An introduction into semantics and pragmatics. 

2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Löbner, Sebastian 2000. Understanding Semantics. London: Arnold. 
 
Lohnstein, Horst 1996. Formale Semantik und natürliche Sprache. Opladen: Westdeutscher 

Verlag. 
 
Lyons, John 1977. Semantics. 1-2. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Saeed, John 1999. Semantics. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Schwarz, Monica & Chur, Jeannette 2001. Semantik: Ein Arbeitsbuch. Tübingen: Narr. 
 
 

5. Pragmatics 
Clark, H. H. 1996. Using Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Grice, H. Paul 1975. Logic and coversation. In: Cole, Peter & Morgan, J.L. (eds.) Syntax and 

Semantics 3: Speech Acts. New York: Academic Press. 
 
*Levinson, Stephen 1983. Pragmatics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Searle, John 1969. Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
 
Verschueren, Jef 1999. Understanding Pragmatics. London: Arnold. 
 
 

6. Sociolinguistics 
Ammon, Ulrich & Dittmar, Norbert 1987-88. Sociolinguistics: An International Handboook 

of the Science of Language and Society. Berlin/New York: de Gruyter. 
 
Chambers, J.K. 1995. Sociolinguistic Theory. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Dittmar, Norbert 1997. Grundlagen der Soziolinguistik: Ein Arbeitsbuch mit Aufgaben. 

Tübingen: Niemeyer. 
 
*Hudson, R.A. 1996. Sociolinguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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Trudgill, Peter 1990. The dialects of England. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Blackwell. 
 
 

7. Psycholinguistics 
*Dietrich, Rainer 2002. Psycholinguistik. Weimar: Metzler. 
 
Levelt, Willem 1989. Speaking: from intention to articulation. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press. 
 
Tomasello, Michael 2003. Constructing a language: a usage-based theory of language 

acquisition. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press. 
 
Ellis, Rod 2000. The Study of Second Lanuguage Acquisition. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 
 
 
 

8. Contrastive Linguistics and Typology 
Comrie, Bernard 1989. Language Universals and Linguistic Typology (2nd ed.). Chicago: 

Chicago University Press. 
 
*Croft, William 2003. Typology and Universals (2nd ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
 
Haspelmath, Martin & König, Ekkehard & Österreicher, Wulf & Raible, Wolfgang (eds.) 

Language Typology and Language Universals: An International Handbook. Berlin: 
de Gruyter. 

 
Hawkins, John A. 1986. A Comparative Typology of English and German: Unifying the 

Contrasts. London/Sidney: Croom Helm. 
 
Legenhausen, Lienhard & Rodenburg, Günter 1995. Kontrastivierung ausgewählter 

Strukturen im Englischen und Deutschen. In: Ahrens, Rüdiger & Bald, Wolf-Dietrich 
& Hüllen, Werner (eds.) Handbuch Englisch als Fremdsprache. Berlin: Erich 
Schmidt, 133-139. 

 
 

9.  Historical Linguistics 
Croft, William 2000. Explaining Language Change: An evolutionary approach. Harlow: 

Longman. 
 
McMahon, April 1994. Understanding Language Change. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press.  
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*Trask, Robert L. 1996. Historical Linguistics. London: Arnold. 
 
Baugh, Albert C. & Thomas Cable 2002. A History of the English Language. 5th ed. London: 

Routledge.  
 
 

10.  English Grammars 
Biber, Douglas & Johansson, Stig & Leech, Geoffey & Conrad, Susan & Finegan 1999. The 

Longman Grammar of spoken and written English. London: Longman. 
 
Huddleston, Rodney 1984. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
 
Huddleston, Rodney & Pullum, Geoffrey K. 2002. The Cambridge Grammar of the English 

Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Hurford, James R. 1994. Grammar: A student’s guide. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
 
Jespersen, Otto H. 1909-1931. A modern English grammar on historical principles. 6 

volumes. Heidelberg: Winter. 
 
*Quirk, Randolph; Greenbaum, Sidney; Leech, Geoffrey & Svartvik, Jan. 1985. A 

Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. London: Longman. 
 
 

11.  History of Linguistics 
Lepschy, Giulio 1994- History of Linguistics. London: Longman. 
 
Newmeyer, Frederick 1986. Linguistic Theory in America. (2nd ed.) Orlando: Academic 

Press. 
 
Sampson, Geoffrey 1980. Schools of Linguistics. London: Hutchinson. 
 
Seuren, Pieter A.M. 1998. Western Linguistics: An Historical Introduction. Oxford: 

Blackwell. 
 

12. Reference works 
Crystal, David 1997. A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics (4th ed.). Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Crystal, David 1997. The Cambridge encyclopedia of language (2nd ed.). Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
 
*Bußmann, Hadumod 2002. Lexikon der Sprachwissenschaft. (3rd ed.). Stuttgart: Kröner. 
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