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Non-paper: Freedom of Expression = Privacy + Anonymity?

Freedom of Expression

Freedom of Expression is guaranteed in a number of international conventions, inter alia:
· Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

· Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR, adopted 1966, entry into force 1976)

· Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR, 1950)

Freedom of Expression…

· …also covers ideas that ‘offend, shock or disturb the State or any sector of the population’. (ECrtHR)

· …‘This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers.’ (art. 10,1 ECHR)

Anonymous Speech

Leaflets or pseudonyms in the traditional press enabled everyone to speak anonymously. Anonymous speech allowed opposition, dissidents - or even lunatics - to voice their opinion free from the fear of suppression.

However, on the Internet we can see a trend that it becomes mandatory for websites and blogs to disclose information of the author or the responsible editor.

 ‘Receive and hold information’
Right of Freedom of Expression does not only include the distribution of information but also to receive and hold information. To a different degree the anonymity when seeking information was guaranteed when using coin-operated vending machine or a news stand, analogue television or radio.
On the Internet it is now technically possible:

· to see when and how long you have been online,

· which news sources you (regularly) visit,

· and even which articles you read.

Privacy
Only the guarantee of privacy also while seeking and holding opinions allows for the effective implementation of the right of freedom of expression.
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