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MAXCAP features a nine-partner consortium of academic and research centres from all over Europe 
which investigates the consequences of current and future EU enlargements for the Union’s internal 
and external integration capacity. The project is funded under the European Union’s Seventh 
Framework Programme for Research (FP7). MAXCAP aims at producing policy recommendations on 
how to maximize the EU’s integration capacity with respect to enlargement and the neighbourhood 
policy, including specific policy tools and options. 

The policy briefing “Competing or complementary? The EU, Russia and Turkey in the neighbourhood” 
is organized by MAXCAP in cooperation with its partner organization the Georgian Foundation for 
Strategic and International Studies (GFSIS). 

 

POLICY BRIEFING 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

The policy briefing shall give MAXCAP partners, EU representatives and experts from Ukraine and the 
South Caucasus region an opportunity to critically assess the EU’s strategy towards the Eastern 
neighbourhood and compare it to the policies pursued by other regional powers such as Russia and 
Turkey. What are the EU’s failures and successes in the region? Do Russia or Turkey offer competing 
and/or more successful integration projects? How are the various integration projects perceived by 
the political and economic elites in the neighbourhood countries? 

11:00 – 13:00 COMPETING OR COMPLEMENTARY? THE EU, RUSSIA AND TURKEY IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

Kakha Gogolashvili, Director of the Centre of EU Studies at Georgian 
Foundation for Strategic and International Studies (GFSIS) 

Boris Iarochevitch, Deputy Head of EU Delegation to Georgia 

Iryna Solonenko, DAAD/OSF Research Fellow, European University Viadrina, 
Frankfurt/Oder, Germany 

Meltem Müftüler Baç, Sabanci University, Turkey 

Thomas Risse, Director of the Centre for Transnational Relations, Foreign and 
Security Policy at Free University of Berlin 
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